SUPER BMX PRODUCT ANALYSIS

WHITE BEAR
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Are you smarier-than-the-average-hear if you buy
a White Bear Pro frameset? Maybe so,
considering their offer of a lifetime warranty, sven
for racing wse. That's rad. Of course, the fact that
i’s a goed-handling high-performance frameset
Isn’t just chicken feed, Holmes. Of course, you're
also fooking ai thelr new '89 graphics, and a new
sei of dropouts, front and rear.
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Darwin Griffin showing off some of the flne
handling atiributes of the White Bear frame and
fork. The '89 model we have Is so new thal
neither Shawn or Darwin can be found on one
yel. What's differsnt? New graphics and different
rear dropouts. Nothing else needed changing.

Shawn Texas enfoying the view oul in fronl of the ¥
pro class on his personal White Bear.
Photos: Guy-8.

RAMESET

FROM THE CLAN OF THE ...

ey, bud, unless
you've been in
hibernation (or you
race lots of NBL
events) you've no

doubt heard of White Bear by now.
They're armed with a grizzly
amount of fast dudes on their
factory team, and a Just Say No
attitude that'd make the Care
Bears proud. :

What they also have is a cave
full of frames, and what we're
lookin' at here is their brand

spankin’ new pro frameset, which
ig so new that even big ol' Shawn
Texas doesn't have one yet.

STARTING AT THE
BEGINNING

Take one pile of aircraft
certified 4150 chromoly tubing.
TUse top riders to help you design
the frame and fork. With only
high-performance handling in
mind, design it with the size and
length of tubes needed. Light
weight wasn't the first

consideration, but it still only
weighs four pounds, 1/2 ounce for
the frame, while the forks are cne .
pound, nine and a half ounces.

The bigdest changes from this
year’s models to last year's are
the new dropouts front and rear,
which are a little meatier, and the
new yellow/black two-color
graphics, which are much spicier
than previous versions. Now for
specifics.

The dropouts on the forks are
welded around the bottom edge
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Awith & fair amount of fillin ¥ specs? Here goos. A7 100N
along the sides), but the enfiBarg | steering head angle1s matched:
not papped. Therels elsone' fole with ageat tubé angle of ¥3& « 1 , &
drilled far front brake il degrees, and a wheelbase of £ HUR
you're like most of fhe rest of the = 36 to 37-1/4 inches. From the

warld, you probably donit need centerling of the rear dropout to .

one anyway, : the center of the botfom bracket it
The four-inch head tube is measures 15-3/4 Inches, while the
‘ringed top and botiom, &nd small  front snd lengsh from the
“ gussets at.the bottom of the head .genterline of the Bottom bracket
tubs also add more strength with to the genter of the front axls is
minimel weight'addition. For easy  21-3/16 inches. Roomy erlough for
‘adjustability, the brake bracket is ~ guys as big as Darwin Griffin and.
slotted. Bhawn Texas? You bet. Not to

You want measurements and compare fhis to the Free Agentsin =

i

HANDLING 1 T
~With the, 75 degree steering

head angle, you cen bet the

steering i§ way lvelier thana
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What kind of framesat does It take to contain the
kind of power Shawn Texas can dish out? A preity
Sturdy one indeed. The While Bear can handle I

Slatted brake brackets are cool for quick
adfusiments affer gearing changes.

HEADING OFF TO BEAR
COUNTRY
A couple other details. Yes, the
frame and fork are both made in
the UBA, and the suggested fee is
$189.00. Now how aboust & little
extra bit of security for the price?
Something that would stoke Yogi
more than a pic-a-nik basket full
of carnitas tacos? This White Bear
frame has & lifetime guarantes to 1988_ 89
the original purchaser, including
reasonable racing use. That fact
alone oughta draw riders to this
frameset like bears to honey. Of BICYCLE
course you can't be using it to FRAME SETS
jump cars or something like that, COMPONENTS DUCT
but it’s still pretty cool indeed. ACCESSORIES PRO
Betcha we start seeing a bunch SOFTWEAR

f th t the track . . .
more of these at the trac COMPLETE BIKES
FOR MORE INFO:
White Bear Racing

33 W. 13th Street
Merced, CA 85340
éﬁ

Tel: (209) 384-2750
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