el i R.L., stylin’ out on the Schwinn. On the ground,
in the air, and in between, this bike is A-okay.
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aimed for the 13 to 15 year old
moto-market. For that, it's perfecto-
garcia.

Since R.L. and Buff are a bit older
and ganglier than that, before leav-
ing our headquarters we installed
a Flying W ESP stem which has an
EXTRA long forward reach. It re-
placed the good, but much shorter,
Sugino bar clamper. We also added
a couple links to the chain to stretch
out the wheelbase, and slid the seat

as far back as the seat clamping
hardware would allow. That was it
for dialin’.

Two areas of immediate concern
that sprang up before we started
riding were the Sugino AT three-
piece aluminum cranks, and the
fluted aluminum seat post.

Up till now, we’d never come back
from a test with a set of aluminum
cranks that were still in their orig-
inal shape, but there’s a first time for

AGE: 18
HOME TURF: Layton, Utah

THE BEST WAY TO GET FAST

“I think just riding around, learning
how to handle your bike is better
than doing sprints and stuff. There
are a lot of people who aren't very
fast, but do really good racing just
‘cause they're smooth and in con-
trol.”

LIFE AS A FACTORY RIDER
“| fly somewhere almost every

weekend. In the winter it slacks off,

FIVE MINUTES WITH MIKE POULSON

but in the summer, it's every week-
end. It gets to be a drag sometimes.
‘Oh, I've gotta go again? | just got
home." "

“It's worth it though. It's neat get-
ting all this free travel. 'm young and
making money. | enjoy racing and
meeting all kinds of different people.”

WHAT’S GOING ON IN HIS
HEAD WHEN HE’S LEADING A
RACE

“I'm thinking, ‘Yeah, this is cool,
I'm in the lead.” | start jammin’ around

the track and | start thinking about dif-
ferent stuff, like what I'm gonna do
after the race.”

“At the Murray World Cup this
year | was leading the Open, and |
remember thinking, ‘This is cool,
I’m gonna win this one and help
out our team’, and all of a sudden
(snaps fingers), Mahlon Abrams
snaked me.”

“It's weird. Sometimes after a race
I'll be sitting in the stands looking at
different parts of the track and |
can’tremember going over them in my
race.”

WHAT HE’S THINKING ABOUT
WHEN HE GETS A REALLY
LAME START

“First | just go, ‘Aw, (BEEP)!" Then
| just start gassin’ it as fast as |
can down the first straight. | start
thinking about places to pass and
just makin’ an awesome old swoop on
everybody. Just snake about four guys
at once. Your adrenalin gets goin’
and it's more of a panic situation.

TRAINING WITH VIDEO

My dad films me, so | watch those
and figure out where | made my mis-
takes and where | might need to prac-
tice pedalling more, like in corners

This is a jam sandwnch Take Mike Poulson and R.L., and jam Buff in between.

and over jumps. It helps.”

“Sometimes my dad will film other
riders and I'll watch them. My fav-
orite riders to watch are Greg Hill
and Doug Davis. It's just cool to watch
how they ride.”

HIS FUTURE PLANS

“I've got to go back and get the
plate taken out of my leg next week.
(Ed. note: Mike destroyed his lower
right leg about 18 months ago in a
mini-bike accident.) It can only work
out for the better 'cause I've got to
get it done, and right now is the best
time to do it. It'll take about two
months to recover from that.”

"“Right now I'm contemplating
whether or not | should come back
and race a couple races as amateur
before | turn pro. | WILL turn pro by

the first of February. I'm TIRED of
racing for points and trophies."”

“l might be moving to Chicago to
work at Schwinn as Fred Teeman's
assistant.”” (Ed. note: Fred is
Schwinn’s BMX, juvenile and all-ter-
rain bike product manager.)

“I'm not sure if I'm gonna do it.
I'd be going to college back there,
too. Take some business courses.
I'm not sure. I'm still thinkin’ about
it. Itd be kind of shaky. I'd have to
move back there by myself and get my
own apartment. | might do it late in
84"

“I want to race pro as long as |
can, at least five more years, get a
business degree, and hopefully start
working for Schwinn as a sales rep,
or maybe team manager.”

MIKE'S SCHWINN FACTORY
MACHINE

FRAME AND FORK: Schwinn Sting,
chrome-moly. (“I've had the same pair
of forks since | started riding for
Schwinn.”)

HANDLEBAR: Pro Neck Expert, chrome-
moly.

HANDLEBAR STEM: Flying W ESP,
aluminum and chrome-moly.

GRIPS: A'ME Tri.

HEADSET: Campagnolo, aluminum.

RIMS: Araya 7X, aluminum.

HUBS: Campagnolo Record, high flange,
aluminum.

SPOKES: 36, .080, with brass nipples.

TIRES: Comp lll, 2.125 front, 1.75 rear.

TUBES: 20 X 1.75.

BRAKE: Dia-Compe MX, rear only.

BRAKE SHOES: Dia-Compe.

BRAKE LEVER: Dia-Compe

Tech 3 with a plastic sleeve.

BRAKE CABLE: Dia-Compe.

PEDALS: Shimano DX, aluminum
and chrome-moly.

CRANK: Takagi, one-piece, chrome-
moly, 180mm.

BOTTOM BRACKET SET: Tioga.

FRONT SPROCKET: Shimano aluminum
chainwheel, 43 teeth.

SPIDER: Takagi, chrome-moly.

REAR SPROCKET: SunTour, 16 teeth.

CHAIN: Sedisport, 3/32".

SEAT: Unicanitor. (“It's a hard plastic,
but it flexes a lot, so it's not as tough as
most other seats.”’)

SEAT POST: Schwinn, chrome-moly.

SEAT POST CLAMP: Schwinn Predator,
aluminum.

SAFETY PADS: Aero.

NUMBER PLATE: Aero, Supercross

style.
MISCELLANEOUS: Aero brake guard. ll

BMX ACTION
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the Schwinn Competition into Mach 6 whilst powerin’ around the end of
t berm. See how the back tire’s off the ground? Buff kicked out just a little and

ikon (and Oz) by maybe an inch. Maybe.

i

Buff kickin
irs!
s N

the f
missed Oz
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everything, and these puppies were
still PERFECTLY straight when we
were done!

Just in case you think R.L. and
Buff were having an off day and were
nice to the cranks, forget it! There
was this one part of the track where
you could jump across the track
from one berm to another, which
were over 20 feet apart. R.L. must
have done at least 25 passes for
Oz's Nikon. R.L. said he could feel
the cranks flexing, but they were
still straight when all was said and
done. Case closed.

No, hold it . . . one last note of in-
terest regarding the cranks: some-
time in the spring of '84 Schwinn
plans to switch from the Sugino
AT’s to SR one-piece tubular
chrome-moly jobbers. They should
be almost as light, and have less flex.

Oh yeah, the seat post held up
with no probs, too. Will wonders
never cease?

IT°S BEEN FRAMED!

The Competition’s frame received
Schwinn's famous ultra-spiff pat-
ented tri-oval construction. That's
where top and down tubes are ex-
panded and ovalized for greater
strength at the head tube junction,
and the seat tube gets the same
treatment where it meets the bottom
bracket.

This is the same construction
used on the ultra-boss Schwinn
Sting.

But unlike the Sting’s hand-brazed

The ultimate radibolical torture test of
everything on the bike. Poulson and R.L.
were getting mega-humongous air off
one of the berms at the Teen Center
track. Buff whimped out on this one,
mumbling something about his ankle
and some freestyle shows coming up in
Canada and having to be careful.
Anyway, we’ve got to give the BMXA Seal
of Approval especially to the Sugino AT
aluminum crankset and the Araya 7X
rims. They did not tweak even so much
as a hair. Nor did anything else, for that
matter. This Schwinn Predator is a qual
machine.
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PRICE & SPECS

COMPLETE BIKE PRICE: $299.00.
FINISH AVAILABLE: Chrome with black
components.

REAR TIRE
20 X1.75

SEAT TUBE
ANGLE 68%°

STEERING HEAD
NGLE 73°

sy

=8

- / FRONT TIRE
= 20 X 1.75

FORK RAKE
W'

ol 5t
s 2,

COMPLETE BIKE WEIGHT (without pads
or plate): 23 pounds, 14 ounces.

FRAME WEIGHT: 4 pounds, 5 ounces.

FORK WEIGHT: 1 pound, 7 ounces.

STEERING HEAD TUBE LENGTH: 4 inches.

HANDLEBAR RISE: 8 inches.

HANDLEBAR WIDTH: 27 1/8 inches.

TOP TUBE 0.D.: 1 inch, ovalized at
steering head.

DOWN TUBE O.D.: 1 1/8 inches, ovalized
at steering head.

FORK LEG 0.D.: 1 inch oval, with flat
front and rear.

BOTTOM BRACKET TYPE: American.

COMPONENTS

FRAME: Schwinn Competition, chrome-
moly.

y
FORK: Schwinn, leading axle, chrome-moly.

HANDLEBAR: Schwinn T-type, chrome-
moly.

MARCH 1984

HANDLEBAR STEM: Sugino, aluminum and
chrome-moly.

GRIPS: Fuan, vinyl and rubber, F-1 type.

HEADSET: Tange, with Tange Loose Proof
Mechanism headset lock.

RIMS: Araya 7X, aluminum.

SPOKES: 36, .080.

HUBS: Sunshine, high-flange aluminum.

TIRES: Schwinn Maximizer 710.

BRAKE: Dia-Compe MX.

BRAKE PADS: Dia-Compe.

BRAKE LEVER: Dia-Compe Tech 3.

BRAKE CABLE: Dia-Compe.

PEDALS: Shimano SX, aluminum and
chrome-moly.

CRANK: Sugino AT, three piece aluminum,
175mm.

BOTTOM BRACKET SET: Sugino with
Sugino chrome-moly spindle.

FRONT SPROCKET: Sugino aluminum
chainwheel, 44 teeth.

SPIDER: Integral with pedal arm.

FREEWHEEL: Shimano chrome-moly, 16
teeth.

CHAIN: TYC, chrome plated, 1/8 inch.

SEAT: Viscount Aero.

SEAT POST: Fluted aluminum.

SEAT POST CLAMP: Aluminum.

PERFORMANCE
EVALUATION

PURPOSE: Racing up to and including
expert, very high quality street.

AGE RANGE: 13 to 15 racing, 12 to 16
street.

QUALITY OF FINISH: Excellent.

QUALITY OF WELDING: Excellent.

QUALITY OF COMPONENTRY: Very good
to excellent.

GEOMETRY: Excellent.

HANDLING: Sliding is excellent . . . It's
quick steering but it's easy to control and
not so quick that it's squirrelly . . . It'd be
perfect for a 13 to 15 yearoid . . . | felt
totally comfortable in the air . . . The tires
worked really good . . . It's smooth.

MISCELLANEOUS COMMENTS: Bottom
bracket cups are not snug, and can almost
be put in by hand . . . Headset cups fit
good . . . Wheel fit in the frame and fork
is good . . . The Tange headset lock is
trick . . . The master link is a single plate
type with no locking clip which is definitely
not the hot tip. Do a master linkectomy and
remove it . . . The handlebars are lightly
knurled for extra grip . . . Sometime this
spring the Sugino three-piece cranks will
be replaced with SR 180mm one-piece
hollow chrome-moly cranks. . . The spokes
didn't need any attention — Schwinn has
some good wheel builders.

TEST INPUT: R.L., Buff, Mike Poulson,
Winkle, Oz, and Gibey.

MANUFACTURER:

Schwinn Bicycle Company

1856 N. Kostner Ave.

Chicago, lllinois 60639

Tel: (312) 292-3477
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ro - full CROMOLY
the bike of the German Champion '83

P vattle spake:

aero, full chrome, with ALU + CROMOLY parts

full chro ith ALU+CROMOLY parts
designed by Perry Kramer, USA

SCHAUFF

P.OBox 1669 - D- 5480 Remagen - W.-Germany

We could show you a shot of the Competition before and after we tested it, but they’d
look exactly the same. Nothing tweaked, bent, broke, or got mangled. Nothing. It rides

bitchen, too.

joints, the Competition frame is put
together with some RADIBOLICAL-
LY clean heli-arc welds.

Beefy 3/4 inch chain stays keep
the rear end in line.

The fork rake has been kicked out
1/8 inch since our last Schwinn
test. Their legs are made with an
oval tubing that's got flat spots on
the front and rear. Strange shape.

The bars are, umm, well, a LOT
like CW's, with the exception of the
V-bend in the crossbar. The bend
feels great and the bars are wide
enough for plenty of power, but not
so wide that you get overstretched.

MISCELLANEOUS PARTS
AND GOODIES

A Dia-Compe MX caliper and lever
supply the “Whoa, Nelly” for the
Competition. You already KNOW
how good they work.

The Araya 7X rims are still the
standard by which all other rims are
measured, and they didn't disap-
point us. They were still perfectly
straight after all the bombs stopped
dropping.

The Fuan copies of Oakley F-1
grips seem like they're larger in diam-
eter and a little harder to hang onto
than the originals.

The Tange headset and headset
lock are good stuff.

One additional suggestion: junk

Do you believe it? The Sugino AT cranks
and spindle survived the test intact!
These babies are TOUGH! Maybe AT is
short for A-Team.

the master link. It's the type that
doesn't have an extra clip to hold on
the outside plate, and it WILL fall
apart sooner or later, probably right
in the middle of a moto. If you per-
form minor surgery on your chain so
that it's running master link-less, you
will save yourself some pain later.

BMX ACTION
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Why, it's ol’ “Jammin’ ** Jimmy Weinert
hisself, new track director for the Valley
Teen Center BMX track in Van Nuys.
James was one MEAN dude on them thar
motorsicles, but (snicker, chuckle) we've
seen him racing BMX, and he’s still got
a ways to go. But he’s workin’ his buns
off workin’ on the Teen Center track
(which is a hot place to race). He digs
kids and BMX, and a combo like that is
tough to beat.

Note the flared top and down tubes.
Check the primo welding. Scope the
high-zoot Tange headset and headset
lock. All cool stuff.

Check out this month’s Trackside
column for more info.

HOW DOES IT RIDE?

Great. You name it, it does it. No
argument. No muss, no fuss.

The new Schwinn 710 tires supply
traction in abundance.

Air time doesn't provide any sur-
prises.

Sliding is predictable.
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SUGINO.
THE ALLOY ADVANTAGE.

A strong, rigid and light crankset im-
possible? Not with Sugino. Designed
exclusively for the rigors of BMX; the
Manxy-Cross and Sugino GT alloy
cranksets are the product of years of
research, quality craftsmanship and the
latest space age materials technology.

Its a proven fact that it takes more
energy to more weight at the same
speed, especially rotating weight. Why
push around extra pounds of steel
when you could have the alloy advan-
tage. Less weight means more speed
or...a Porsche will beat a tank «
every time.

Racing requires speed and finesse
not just brute force. Ounce for ounce
and dollar for dollar Sugino cranks *
deliver more of what you need to win.

SUGINO MAXY-CROSS

Material: Cold-forged Super
Duralumin

Crank lengths: 170mm, 175mm
& 180mm

Chainrings: 39 thru 48 teeth

Weight: 595 grams

Finish: Anodized red, blue, gold,
silver and black or chrome

SUGINO GT
Mate Gravity-cast light alloy
Crank lengths: 165mm, 170mm,
175mm & 177.5mm
Chainrings: 39 thru 48 teeth
ight: 620 grams
h: Anodized red, blue, gold,
silver and black or chrome

MAIL ORDER SPECIALIST
Fast Service ¢ Super Prices
C.0.D. Orders Accepted
Visa & Master Card

THE | SEND $1.00 FOR
EAST | 1984 MAIL ORDER
CATALOG TO:
COAST | FREE FLITE BMX
1950 Canton Rd.
BMX Dept. BMXA
Marietta, GA 30066
CONNECTION | (404) 422-5237
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What more can we say? We found
absolutely NOTHING to gripe about.

WRAPPIN’ IT UP AND RIDING
OFF INTO THE SUNSET

If you're a 13 to 15 year old berm
bustin’ buckaroo who figures a
’ ! “Schwinn-To-Win” plan of attack
Michael J. Buﬂ —-suave and sophisticated heart-throb to countless teeny-boppers the is ﬂ?e hot tlp,‘ this is your scoot.
TU RBO HU Bs world over - is back. Notice how one of his gloves is missing. It'll do the job, and then some. B

® B6AL-4V Titanium Axles
e Solid Alloy Construction
® Sealed Bearings

e Highly Polished Finish

éSon-Lh‘e Racing & iRy

15561 Computer Lane <
Huntington Beach, Ca. 92649 -
(714) 897-3298

TURBO I

Winners run HARO’S
CORNER

When you're going Superfast and tearing up the Turf, isn't it good to know your
Chain won't fizzle outon you?

Sedis BMX Nickel 1/2 x 1/8 Chains have Delta Treated Pins made of hard stainless
Chromium, reducing stretch and wear of the Chain.

Plus Sedis Special Nickel Plating reduces corrosion and oxidation.

~ Simply put — SEDIS BMX CHAINS are long lasting and TRACK TOUGH!
\ "‘“‘9"" s edis - 102, rue Danton - 92306 Levallois-Perret - France -
- ~ S TélL (1)758.13.93 - Télex 620008 F
You want smooth brake control and real stop- it sy it o
ping power? You want TERRYCABLE. Factory MM I %\(gg?gﬁ lﬂg:DeerPark N.Y. 11728 (516) 586-5300
riders have found TERRYCABLE lined brake
cables give them more braking power with less
effort for super-smooth, super-quick stopping
and no mushy feel. Get the most out of your Master Charge © Diners Club
high performance brake pads.
Get TERRYCABLE.

THE BACK
’~%, || YARD BMX

‘84 DMX Mail- I pico racing I
order Catalog—$1.50 CW < Diamond Back s GT e Hutch
(Stamps accepted) $1.00 Kuwahara e MCS » Mongoose © Red Line
refundable on first order of SE ¢ Skyway * Torker e Vans ® Vector
$10.00 or more. We carry a full line of clothing and
We'll ship merchandise accessories for above brand names, also

S all other popular brand name products.
€.0.D. within 24 hrs. STICKER PACK (5 stickers) & BMX Catalog - $2.00
(upon availability)

The Back Yard
299 Glenwood Lansing Rd. P.O. Box 5667°Kingsport, Tenn 37663
Glenwood, Ill. 60425 615-239-5861 « 615-239-7741
| R T e S ANy B GRC |

(312) 758-4500
60 BMX ACTION MARCH 1984 o

o Teflon lined

¢ Single Rear Brake

¢ Dual Brake (Activates front and rear
from one lever)

¢ Colors available

Replace your cables with nothing less than

TERRYCABLE. See your dealer or call: |

(800) 854-4691
In California (619) 244-9351
17376 Eucalyptus St., Hesperia, CA 92345
Hats, T-Shirts & Team Patches also available. Prices:

Cables from $8.74,Hats $5.95 (one size fits all), T-Shirts |
$9.50 (specify S,M.LXL), Team Patches $2.00.

Haro aims his pen at skateparkin’.
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