PRODUCT ANALYSIS

The Charger, second only to the Pro-Am
in the Panda lineup.
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hat we have here is a brand
new Panda frame called the
Charger. 'Course Panda already
has a Charger-2 frame. But this
new Charger shares the top-of-the-
line Pro-Am’s geometry.
Panda refers to the Charger as
a mid-range class BMXer. Natcher-
lee, there’s upper and lower mid-
range. The older Charger-2 is a mild
steel frame with pre-Pro-Am geo-
metry while the brand spankin’ new
Charger has Pro-Am geometry and

PANDA CHARGER
FRAME
SPECIFICATIONS
DESCRIPTION: Tri-Moly
frame. Space-welded, fish-
tailed steering head gussets,
welded on the shear. Chain
stays double gussetted at the
bottom bracket. Long slotted
dropouts.
MATERIALS: 4130 chrome-
moly (top, down, and seat
tubes) and mild steel (chain
and seat stays).
CONSTRUCTION: Heli-arc
TIG welding.
FINISH: Electrostatic powder
coating. Red, blue, black.
WEIGHT: 5 pounds,
8 ounces.
SUGGESTED RETAIL:
Approximately $65.
OPTIONS: Three different
bike packages are offered
using the Charger frame:
Charger, Charger-T and
Charger-A.
GUARANTY: 90 day warranty
on materials and
workmanship.
FOR MORE INFO: See your
local Panda dealer.
MANUFACTURER:
Panda Bike Company
1450 Franquette Avenue
Concord, California 94520
Tel: (415) 798-3950

a tri-moly frame. The top tube, down
tube, and seat tube are 4130
chrome-moly. The rear assembly is
mild steel. That ups the weight a
bit, but helps keep the price down.

Another price-shaver step was
the use of a one inch diameter down
tube rather than the 13 incher
found on the Pro-Am.

The Charger slips into the Panda
lineup just one notch below the Pro-
Am (tested in the March issue).
The Supercross-3, Supercross-4,
Charger-2 and Pacer-1 round out
the model line. These four bikes all
have mild steel frames.

Panda’s radical-but-it-works “com-
petition geometry” has been utilized
for the Charger frame. On paper,
that geometry seems peculiar with
its long 37-inch wheelbase and
quick 73-degree steering head
angle. However, the long wheelbase
seems to “de-quicken” the steep
steering head angle. Or perhaps the
steep head angle quickens the
slowed-down turning characteristics
of the long wheelbase. Whatever,
the magic numbers work.

Panda claims their competition
geometry frame can be ridden like
a motorcycle, allowing the rider to

throw the rear end around and
head through a corner with his feet
up on the pegs . . . ah, make that
pedals, pumpin’ away.

The motorcycle reference isn't
accidental. Panda listed a whole
bunch of things they wanted when
they got ready to build the Pro-
Am’s frame. A front end that
wouldn't pop up. A frame that would
be durable and last. A frame that
would let the rider go in deeper and
keep his feet up pedalling.

Then Panda consulted with Boss
Motorcycles, an outfit with a repu-
tation for building highly specialized
motorcycle frames for the flattrackin’
dudes. The end result was their long
wheelbase, steep steering head de-
sign.

gAbout the only real difference be-
tween the Pro-Am and Charger
frames is in the seat post tube angle.
The Charger tube has been moved
forward two degrees. The Pro-
Am seat tube angle is rather layed
back. The changed Charger frame
should mean a better fit for smaller
riders.

Frame construction is top notch.
There are gussets where the chain

stays join the bottom bracket. The

welded gussets fortify the steering head juncture. Ignore the Charger-2 decal. It

hould read Charger.
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STICKERS]
STICKERS=

SLICK & TRICK

NUMBERS-VINYL OR PRISM
3" BLACK OR WHITE-.50¢
6" BLACK OR WHITE-.70¢
6” PRISM (=isie) -$1.00
SEND MONEY AND LIST OF
WHAT YOU WANT TO:

STICK-EM UP
1858 CATALINA CT.,
LIVERMORE, CA. 94550

GET OUR CATALOG OF OVER 1200
STICKERS FOR ONLY $2.00

INCLUDES 5-SAMPLES
AND ORDER FORM )

DEALERS AND DISTRIBUTORS NEEDED

Since 1925 \
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Bodie Cook - 10 yr. old Expert
1980 Winner:

Las Vegas Grand National
Chandler Winter Nat'| (Triple)
Austin Lone Star Nat'l (Triple)

Midwest National (Triple)

HANK & FRANK
BICYCLES

Send now for your parts special sheet
106 E. 14th Street
Oakland, CA 94606
Phone Orders
(415) 893 Bsl:K:E
also: Lafayette & San Ramon J

CAMPAGNOLO -JUF NECK- BELL

(302)368 BIKE
274 E Main Street
Newark Delaware
19711

SUPER: FAST DELIVERY SERVICE
to your home by UPS

-STOP IN! We're just five minutes
from [-95 on route 273

‘NO SALES TAX in Delaware!
BMX IS OUR ONLY BUSINESS
Send two 15¢ stamps and

your address and phone number for
FREE “NEW~ 1980 #3 Catalogue

If you have any technical questions
or problems please feel free to
call. Ask for Reid. We'll be glad

to help.

WWR welcomes Frank Orlandini
racing out of New Jersey.

DURA-ACE-JT-BILL WALTERS -SE ¢

PRO-NECK - WEBCO - THRUSTER - CYCLE PRO - RED LINE - BULLSEYE
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PRODUCT
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A double gusset bolsters the chain stays.

beefy dropouts are neatly welded
to the rear of the assembly.

In our description of the frame you
may notice a trans-continental
phase—space-welded, fish-tailed
steering head gussets, welded on
the shear. That's what happens
when you've been out in the sun
too long taking photos. What that
mouthful refers to, to us anyway,
is a nifty method for transferring
and dissipating the stress created
at the juncture of the steering head
and down tube. The interrupted
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Beefy dropouts are TIG-welded to the
mild steel rear assembly.

welding acts to spread the stress

over the entire down tube rather

than allowing it to gang up on one
ot.

All in all, the black-and-white fuz-
zies from up north have done it
again. The new frame is just about
appealing enough to make a body
hop out of hibernation and go charg-
ing out, looking for bear. W

BICYCLE MOTOCROSS ACTION

THE DIAMOND BACK

Diamond Back’s
engineering experts
¥ in the US. and Japan
know all about the
tough demands of
professional racing. That's 2
why they design high
performance BMX equip-
ment that can take the
punishment.

l Once the Diamond Back products are perfected at
the drawing board, prototypes are built and put to
B the test by the professional Diamond Back racing
team: Harry Leary, Factory Pro. Doug Davis, 11 Year Old
Expert. Mike Horton, 10 Year Old Expert. Aaron Stevens,
7 Year Old Expert. Only when the Diamond Back equipment
can take the heavy-duty punishment
these guys dish out, is it ready for
final production.

Aaron Stevens
7 Year Old Expert

Doug Davis, 11 Year Old Expert
Mike Horton, 10 Year Old Expert

3 Diamond Back’s top quality BMX

equipment is manufactured by
B and in conjunction with sev-
eral major factories in Japan, in-
cluding Araya, MKS, Sugino, IRC,
Kashima Saddle Mfg, and National
Rubber Co. Complete bicycles come
in red, blue and chrome. Other com-
ponents are available in all the popular
BMX colors. Look for the professional
Diamond Back racing products at your
Diamond Back dealer today.

For more information on Diamond Back
bicycles and BMX products write to:

Western States import
1837 DeHavilland Drive, Dept. A
Newbury Park, CA 91360

DIAMOND BACK MOTOCROSS exclusively manufactured and distributed by:
Western States Import/Wilgo Corp.

Send $2.00 for Sticker Pack.



