JAGBM

THE TEAM RACER
and
THE MAG JAG CAFE RACER

Do they really boogie?

For the last eight months or so, Jag
BMX has been coming on with all the
subtlety of a highballing freight. train
carrying the Barnum and Bailey Circus
and John Phillip Souza's Marching
Band. If you know anything at all about
bicycle motocross, you have to have
heard of Jag BMX by now.

So, when we had an unexpected
opening in our testing schedule (wait-
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The racing Jag employs the new Shimano
MX Freehub which accepts all sizes of
Shimano rear sprockets and works
slicker’n greased owl poop.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY BOB OSBORN
HEROIC TESTING BY JONES AND BUFF

public. This is not the case with Renny
Roker. He couldn't weld his way out
of a paper bag, but he is a promoter
of the first water with an impressive
history of promoting rock concerts
and the like. Renny could sell refrig-
erators to Eskimos.

So Renny promotes. And promotes:
And promotes.

And that's what all the fuss is about

Oakley Twos and Shimano caliper
brakes come stock on the Team Jag.

as we can tell, the Jags differ from
Mongeese in color, gusset design,
rear stay configuration, and rear drop-
out design. And stickering, of course.
Otherwise they could have been made
in the same welding jigs.

The next logical guestion is: Is it
somehow bad that Jags have the same
geometry and frame dimensions as
Mongeese?

Vo

The lightweight full race Jag sported
nothing but the best equipment through-
out. Cheng Shin knobbies and Tourney
calipers here.

ing for the 1979 Schwinn motocross
models to come out of production),
we decided to see what all the fuss
was about.

What we learned was that Jag BMX
has three major weapons in their sales
arsenal, and they are using all three
to the max.

First off, Jag BMX is housed in the
vast BMX Products complex. Not only
housed; but designed, welded,
painted, assembled, boxed, and
shipped by BMX Products. If you think
about it, this makes for a well designed
and well built bicycle right from the
start . . . no initial design mistakes, no
construction errors . . . almost zero
manufacturing trubs.

The second weapon in the Jag ar-
senal is the Jag Factory Team, thirty-
one riders strong, spread all over the
U.S. of A. You've got to figure with that
many riders, somebody is bound to
win an occasional race. But these
guys do better than that . . . they ALL
boogie . . . every one of 'em. And let
met tell you, winning teams sell bikes
and winning teams the size of the Jag
Team sell a LOT of bikes.

Their third weapon is Jag BMX's
version of the atomic bomb . . . Renny
Roker, the owner of the whole thing.
Most BMX companies are started by
designers, manufacturers, or welders
who build fine products and then have
no idea how to market them to the vast
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and that's what has made Jag BMX
an almost instant success.

Or at least it mostly explains why
they are selling so well. . . which clever-
ly leads us into the main point of this
whole thing: Are Jag bikes (to put it
bluntly) warth a hoot? Do they REALLY
boogie?

To answer these penetrating ques-
tions, we have spared no expense,
left no stone unturned, applied our
minds and bodies (or at least the
bodies of our fearsome, gruesome test
team) to their fullest.

The most obvious guestion about
the Jag bikes is: Are they Mongooses
with changed gussets, rear stays, and
stickers?

The answer is: Uh, yes . . . sort of.
The Team Jag (the full race booger
with all the lightweight equipment)
measured and weighed almost ex-
actly the same as the Team Mongoose.

But the Mag Jag came out a bit
different than the Mongoose Cafe
Racer. The Jag steering head was a
degree steeper, the wheelbase was
¥s inch longer, and the bottom bracket
was Y& inch higher.

To-a certain extent, these differ-
ences were caused by a longer chain,
which located the rear axle farther to
the rear of the dropout slot, and pos-
sibly by a rear knobby that was less
worn when we measured everything.

So it comes down to this: As near

Not on your patootsie, pall The Mon-
goose has historically been one of
the best handling and lasting moto-
cross bikes around. And the Jag bikes
have got it too! They are worth a
couple hoots. They'll boogie.

Renny can go ahead on.with pro-
moting and not worry about design
and construction of his bikes. They'll
do just fine.

TEAM JAG STUFF

The Team Jag comes equipped
with all the trick racing stuff that the
factory riders are running. Alloy
cranks, rear caliper brake, large
Cheng Shin in front and a small one
in the rear, DeCoster chrome-moly
forks, MKS pedals, 44-16 gearing,
double clamp gooseneck, alloy bars,
Qakley grips, and so on. The hot new
Shimano freewheel hub that accepts
regular Shimano sprockets is used.
The Team Jag frame is all chrome-
moly.

Are you getting the picture? This
is a bike that is ready to flat haul buns!

One thing we would suggest is that
if you're going to buy a Team Jag and
you're either large already or starting
to get pretty large (like around four-
teen years old), trade the 170mm.
(6% inch) Dura-Ace pedal arms for
some 175's or 180's. Be sure that the
new pedal arms are the Dura-Ace
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The racing Jag sports some very gung
ho equipment, like Dura-Ace cranks and
chainwheel.

brand too. They are super guality.
Also, trade the medium butterfly
alloy bars for the next size taller. Make
these trades at the time of purchase
and maybe they won't cost any extra.

TEAM JAG HANDLING, ETC.

Terrific. Spot on.

A little cramped for Jones and Haro,
just right for our newest fearless test
team guy, Mike Buff. Mike is 13. Jones
and Haro are ancient. Taller butterfly
bars would have made it right for the
larger dudes.

Steering was just a tad on the quick
sicle, really more neutral. It took about
three laps to get comfortable with it.
Then it would haul through turns like
it was on rails.

Fore and aft balance was good. In
the air the Team Jag is a pussycat . . .
it doesn't do anything weird.

The light weight is an absolute plus

en you come out of the gate, lift it
into a power wheely, and pour on the
coal.

Yeah, the Team Jag boogies!

MAG JAG STUFF

The Mag Jag can be raced but is
really equipped more as a thrasher or
cafe racer. |t makes a good beginner's
race bike, but is too heavy to be con-
sidered a full bore racer.

It comes with a boss set of colored
Motomags, Ashtabula forged forks,
gooseneck, and cranks, Cheng Shin
tires, Union pedals, and like that.

As a street bike the Mag Jag is so
far superior to the “K-Mart Specials”
that you can't even begin to compare
them. However, for racing or heavy
duty thrashing and jumping, we'd sug-
gest replacing the Ashtabula forks
because they'll bend when you get
really radical, and the Ashtabula stem
because it lets the bars slip when you
land after a big jump. Get a double
clamp stem and some kind of tubular
forks. If you don't intend to race this
bike, or jump a hundred busses, then
the forged forks and stem will prob-
ably last forever.
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The Mag Jag was a gas in the ai

after Jones jumped a few tall buildings,
the Ashtabula forged forks went south
and the bars started slipping in the
stem. (JT should love this photo.)

More boss equipment on the Team Jag.
... BMX Products Gold Stem.

MAG JAG HANDLING, ETC.

Once again let me explain that when
we get a thrasher to test, we THRASH
THAT SUCKER! We don't mess
around. We push it farther than it was
ever intended to go.

So it was that when we took the
Mag Jag out for testing, we already
knew that the forks would bend and
the gooseneck would slip. To go
ahead and do it was purely academic.

But in Ashtabula's defense we've
got to say that if you want to buy a
quality bike like the Mag Jag for a half
way reasonable price, some con-




FACTORY
RACING
PATCHES
AND
STICKERS

Bicycle Motocross Action
LOGO PATCHES
$1.25 ea.

Yellow and Blue + 134" x 412"

Bicycle Motocross Action
NEW VISOR STICKERS
50¢ ea.

Black and White « 2" x 5"

ENEENORDER FORMEERERE

|

HOW
MANY! ITEMS TOTAL
i

SUB-TOTAL

CALIF. RESIDENTS
ADD 6% SALES TAX

ADD 50¢ FOR
POSTAGE & HANDLING

TOTAL ENCLOSED

Mail your order to:

P .0. Box 3599
Redondo Beach, CA 90277

Don't forget to let us know
where to send your order!
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Team JAG

cessions have to be made, And the
Ashtabula forged forks, stem, and
cranks do this perfectly. They keep
the retail cost down, and with any-
thing even remotely resembling nor-
mal riding, they’'ll last forever.

Onh yeah, back to handling.

The Mag Jag, which had a little
longer frame and taller bars than the
Team Jag, fit Jones and Haro just right

The whole team liked the way both
bikes handled. The Mag Jag's steer-
ing was just a skosh slower (you al-
most couldn’t tell the difference) than
the Team Jag, and naturally it was a
bunch heavier.

It was every bit as good in the air,
through the corners, and flat out down
straights as the: Team Jag. And that's
saying a lot about how it handles.

This one boogies too

a

AND IN CONCLUSION,
SOME QUOTABLE QUOTES

Buff: “Good in the air after | got

used to 'em.”

R.L.:  “They handle good . . . a little
low maybe."

Haro: “They're very stable . . . easy
to adapt to."”

Jones: “The Team Jag feels a little
short for me.”

Buff:  “The cranks creak on the team
bike.”

R.L “Just like Mongoose.”

Jones: "Good in the air. You can move
them all around.”

R.L.:  “Both right on for aerial stuff.

Jones: “Every time | landed the
thrasher | could feel the forks
flex."”

Buff: “l like 'em.’ *
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MAG JAG

BICYCLE MOTOCROSS ACTION

SLANTLINE STEM

NEW! SEALED DOUBLE. THREADED
“FLIP-FLOP" REAR HUB
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SLANT-BAR — MOUNT YOUR BRAKE
LEVER IN PROPER POSITION

PERFECT LEVER POSITION

CHROME-MOLY STEEL

rMANUFA CUTURED FROM 100%

. 26" BEACH CRUISER
FORK

SEND FOR:
Sticker pack — $1.00
Catalog — $1.00

WE'RE PROUD TO BE NO. 1 WITH QUALITY MX COMPONENTS!

COOK BROS.RACING

1609- B E. Edinger Ave., Santa Ana e CaliforniasZip 92705 e Phone 714/835-2700

FOR BMX...
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FEATURES

e Rivetted pin at 4 points for the ultimate
in connection strength

® Screw type connecting link for ease in
disassembly. Also available with o
regular connecting link.

e® |mpregnated with special formulated
petroleum lubricant for smooth

L]
effortless rolling.

e (uter finks in gold finish; rollers
finished in gun metal blue.

THE CHAIN PRODUCED

Special high tensil steel material is used
to minimize (almost eliminate)
chain stretch.

Available in two sizes-1/2 X 1/8" (For
coaster brakes and steel chainwheels).
Also 1/2 x 3/32" ten-speed size (for

3/32" freewheels and alloy chainwhegls).
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Available at leading
bike shops throughout .
the world...

For further information contact:
HKK CHAIN CORPORATION
OF AMERICA

45 U.S. Highway-46
Pine Brook, New Jersey 07058
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