PROSTAR

BMX’s American dream

By Dean Bradley

How big is the new Hutch Pro Star? Big
enough for six-foot, 175-pound pro Toby
Henderson to move around on! The
29-inch by nine-inch pro-style bars, long
offset stem and extra-long Pro Racer
frame and fork are the key to first-class
seating and comfort.

Combine the Pro Star’s short rear
triangle with its 73-degree head and
72-degree seat tube angies and you've
got a tight-handling frame and fork. The >
rear end won’t slide out and around like
this unless you force it.

[J There is no such thing as an all-
American BMX bike. Sure, there is a
wide variety of American-made frames,
forks, components, etc., but the fact
remains, there has never been an all-
American-made BMXer. We've come
pretty close, but we’re not there yet.
Now, the good news:

Enter the Hutch Pro Star. At around
$800, the 21-pound Pro Star is one of
BMX’s most exotic and expensive
machines. It is also the closest
America has come to producing a
complete bike. Everything except the
Pro Star's Araya 7X alloy rims, Izumi
chain, Shimano ChroMoly DX free-
wheel, Dia-Compe MX-900 caliper
brake and Tange BMX 125 alloy head-
set is American, tried and true. Now,
we're as proud as the next American,
but the bottom line is, we wanted to
know if our home-grown American

know-how could match up to the
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already proven Japanese technology
and componentry. Sure, Hutch had a
lot to lose. They also had a lot to gain.
THE STAR TREATMENT

The exotic Hutch Pro Star begins
life as a three-pound, 11-ounce Pro
Racer frame and one-pound, ten-
ounce fork. Both are 100-percent 4130
chromoly, and both have been hand-
picked off the Hutch assembly line for
their exceptional overall finish and
fabrication quality. Only the cream of
the Hutch crop make it into the
limited-production ranks of the Pro
Stars. That's not to say that Hutch’s
other chassis aren’t beautifully finish-
ed, but the particular frames and forks
chosen to serve duty as Pro Stars are,
as was ours, truly outstanding.
Features on the Pro Racer include
one-inch diameter top tube, 1-3/8-inch
down tube and rear loop-tail design.
The forks are Hutch’s standard one-

inch-diameter tubular leading-axle
units. We’re disappointed to say that
they are not drilled for a front caliper
brake. Like the frame-and-fork set, the
bars and seatpost are hand-picked
4130 chromoly units, with the bars
measuring in at 28-7/8 inches by nine
inches, while the seatposts are offered
in either straight or laid-back design.
Now, that’s just about as far as
most American manufacturers go
toward building a BMX bike. Not
Richard ““Hutch’’ Hutchins, though.
Hutch also outfits his Pro Star with his
American-made Pro Racer stem, 2-N-1
headset and stem lock, magnesium
sealed-bearing hubs complete with
titanium axles, Aero-Speed chromoly

The Hutch Pro Star handled everything
from deep-woods berm slides to hard
riding and heavy jumping. This is one of
Toby’s secret riding spots, and he’s ob-
viously got the place wired.
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see Henderson ride, you'll know he’s
not exactly the easiest guy on equip-
ment, either.

Back to the setup. Hutch's trick
magnesium hubs with their sealed
bearings and titanium axles, and his
unique chromoly Aero-Speed cranks
with their sealed-bearing bottom
bracket will require some special
attention. Believe us, if these are im-
properly adjusted or installed, they’ll
give you pains. If you do it right, these
sealed units will offer the ultimate in
performance while requiring a mini-
mum of adjustment and maintenance
hassles. Take your time. Do it right.
AERO SPEEDING TICKET

After carefully setting up our Pro

HUTCH

Star, it rolled like an American dream
should. There’s nothing quite like
riding on a fresh set of sealed bear-
ings: no surge, no drag, no bind or
vibration—just silent, silky-smooth
precision. But sealed bearings have a
way of being either your best friend or
your worst enemy. The bearings on
our Pro Star turned out to be a little of
both. The Hutch hubs were awesome.
No problem there—nor with the pedals
or Tange's excellent new BMX 125
alloy headset. That leaves us with the
bottom-bracket bearings. Problems!
Hutch included a special sheet on
bottom-bracket installation in the box
with our test bike. Unfortunately, the
person who assembled our particular

bike didn’t bother to read the instruc-
tions. It seems that after one of our
normally feverish shooting sessions,
somebody glanced down and noticed
that both aluminum bearing cups had
worked their way out of the bottom-
bracket shell. Not good. After we
reseated the cups and adjusted the
slop out of the arms, it was back out-
side for more jump shots. Actually,
you shouldn’t do what we did to our
Pro Star. It wasn't fair. But, it's our
job. We purposely abused it. More
jumps, more berm shots and an occa-
sional crash brought us back into the
pits for more repairs. Again, the cups
had worked their way out. The arms
were flopping; the chain was slapping

. Bike: Hutch Pro Star 20-inch complete bike.

. Age range: 13 and over.

. Country of origin: USA.

. Intended use: Racing.

36-3/4" to 37-3/4".

. Bottom-bracket height: 11-7/8".

. Chain stay length: 14-7/8".

. Steering head angle: 72°.

. Seat tube angle: 73°.

. Frame: Hutch Pro Star, 4130 chromoly, heli-arc welded, chrome plated. Features: 1" diameter top

tubes, 1-3/8" down tube, 4" head tube, American bottom bracket,

5/8" diameter chain/seat stays, loop-tail design.

leading-axle design. Not drilled for caliper.

. Fork: Hutch Pro Star, 4130 chromoly, heli-arc welded, chrome plated. Features: 1" diameter legs,

. Rims: Araya 7X, alloy, 20" x 1.75".

Spokes: 36/.080 chrome plated.

. Hubs: Hutch, magnesium with titanium axles, sealed bearings.

. Tires: Carlisle Aggressor R/A skinwalls, 20" x 1.75”, front and rear, 50 psi.

. Cranks: Hutch Aero-Speed, three-piece, hollow chromoly, 172mm.

. Pedals: Hutch Competition, cast-aluminurmn body, sealed chromoly spindle, aluminum

cages.

. Chain: |zumi 1/2” x 1/8" black/chrome.

. Bottom bracket: Hulch sealed bearing.

. Freewheel: Shimano 16T ChroMoly DX.

. Front sprocket: 43T alloy with Hutch Aero-Speed quick-change disc.

. Brakes: Dia-Compe MX-900, Tech 3 lever, rear only.

. Headset: Tange BMX 125 alloy with Hutch 2-N-1 headset and stem lock.

. Stem: Hutch Pro Racer, aluminum four-bolt clamp, chromoly shaft.

. Handlebars: Hutch 4130 chromoly, heli-arc welded, chrome plated, 28-7/8" x 8"

. Grips: Hutch.

. Seating: Kashimax Aero plastic with Hutch 4130 chromoly straight seatpost and Aero post clamp.

. Overall weight: 22-1/4 Ibs. with pads and plate.

. Miscellaneous: Hutch Stadium numberplate, three chrome Zap safety pads.

. Approximate retaii price: $795 to $815.

. For additional information contact: Hutch Hi-Performance, 34 Alco Place, Baltimore, MD 21227;

301)242-6924.

around; we even lost one of Hutch’s
trick little black plastic crank arm
caps. Things were beginning to look
bleak.

We checked with Toby to find out
the hot tip with the new Aero-Speeds.
They're apparently so new that not
even Toby had the answer. Why, he
didn’t even have a set on his bike!
(From now on, when we tell you that
we test only the latest equipment,
please believe us.) It seems that the
crank set on our test bike had been
among the first off the production line.
After we pulled it apart and carefully
followed the assembly instructions that
the manufacturer had sent along, we
didn’t have any additional probs. It
seems that during the prior assembly,
““someone” had ‘‘somehow’ gotten
some grease between the aluminum
cups and the chromoly shell, which
accounted for the seating problems.
After we got rid of that little pain in the
neck, we applied some Loctite to the
disc screw and the two crank arm
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MINICYCLING'S 4

E HOTTEST
MAGHZINE

RIDER-RACER
War Games ¢ Test Bike
Blowout e Testing the
World’s Fastest Mini
World Mini Grand Prixe
Honda’s Youngest Star

and Lots More

7 () [ O B Y [ [ ) ) i
| want it! Send me _____ copies

of October 7983 Minicycle

Rider/Racer!

Name

Address

City/State/Zip .
Make check or money order payable to
Minicycle Rider/Racer ¢ October '83,
Box 9502, Mission Hills, CA 91345-
9502, Please enclose $2.50 plus 75
cents postage and handling for each
copy ordered. Canada add $1.50 and
all other foreign add $2.50 postage and
handling for each copy ordered. All
items will be shipped surface mail. U.S.
funds, please. Thank you. BMX2-4

SON-LITE GIVES
YOU THE RACER'S

® 6AL-4V Titanium Axles
® Solid Alloy Construction
® Sealed Bearings

® Highly Polished Finish

é‘zn-ute Racing

15561 Computer Lane

Huntington Beach, Ca. 92649

(714) 897-3298

HUTCH

fasteners—no more problems. We
checked everything after another hard
ride. After retightening the two crank
arm bolts, we never had another prob-
lem. The new Aero-Speed cranks look-
ed so beautiful, we really wanted them
to work. And they did, but not without
some serious dialing in. As long as we
remembered that the Pro Star was a
super-serious race bike and was to be
treated like one, we didn’t have any
further encounters of the embarrassing
kind. Like all thoroughbreds, the Pro
Star is a bit high-strung. You just have
to get used to that.
STAR-STRUCK

Hutch’s Pro Star performance hits
hard. For your 800 or so dollars,
you've got a 21-pound wonder that’s
so trick, many pros can’t even afford
one. If you can’t win races on a bike
of this caliber, sorry, pal, you just
can’t win races. It's that trick. When
some guy rolls up on a Pro Star, you
know he has come to play hardball.
The Pro Star lets the world know that
you know BMX. It's kind of intimidat-
ing, riding around on a bike like this.
It's so shiny and flashy, it attracts
crowds. Wherever we went, the Hutch
turned heads. If you want to cruise

FRANKFORD BMX

964 N. STATE STREET, GIRARD, OHIO 44420
ORDER TOLL FREE: 1-800-621-3593

DRIVETRAINS FRAME & FORK SET

$139.95

Pete's Precision
Chainwheel

Chainwheel
lzume Chains
Shimano DX or Sun Tour GT blk. chrome

E-Z Off Freewheel 4.95 | PK Ripper
SE Quad

Skyway TA

CALIFORI TE
Elbow Pads $12.50
Ankle Guards 12.50
Brake Lever Covers 1.50
Seat Covers 4.95 .
Pads (complete sety 7.95 | Takagi pc
All of the above available (chromoly)

in red, blue, black Hadley BB set

yellow or checkered Pete's Precision
BB set

Red Line Flight
(401 series)

HEADSETS & STEMS Tange BB 220
DK Stem $19.50
Tange MX-2 Headset 3.50

Red Line Pro Line

134.95
139.95
169.95
144.95
169.85
169.95
179.95

$139.95

10.95
39.95

2295

Tange sealed BB set 2295

5.95

ACS Stem 14.95 SEATS

Tuf Neck 16.95 Uni Seat
Pro Model 18.95 Uni Turbo
Hutch 2:N-1 ACS Stoker

headlock & shim 13.95 | Elina UL

$16.95
16.95
12.95
8.50

Shimano DX $13.95
DiaCompe MX-1000 13.95

Full stock of VANS shoes.

SHIPPING & HANDLING

ORDERS: of MS. of MS
Up to $4.95 $2.00 $3.00
$50.00 & up $3.00 $4.00
COD Add

ORDERS SHIPPED
WITHIN 24 HOURS

BRAKES

Catalog included
with every order

CHARGES
East West

$1.65 $1.65

MINIMUM ORDER
$10.00

Zeronine Airflo
Haro Series
Haro Type 2
Haro Cover Plate
Haro Flow Panel
Aero Stadium ||
Haro Tech.

TIRES
Mitsuboshi Comp I
20x1.75
20x2.125
Tioga Superlite Tubes4.50

GT
cw
Powerlite Powergrip 22.95

Tuff Wheel | (pair) $59.95
Tuff Wheels I

With Freehub 64.95
With Alloyhub 64.95
With Coaster 64.95

Araya 7 X Rim-with

Suzue free hub

Suzue chrome

Pro Class

w/Suzue hubs 54.95

Araya 7X rim

w/Bullseye hub 109.95
in chrome 119.95

Check on prices of
custom wheels

Oakley F-1
Oakley B-1B
Grab On MX-3
AME
(Round, Cam, or Tri) 3.50
AME Dual 5.25

Shimano DX

MKS Graphite-X
KKT-AMX

KKT Lightning 14.95
Sun Tour Bear Claw 23.95

TO ORDER TOLL FREE: 1-800-621-35393 [orders only] IN OHIO: 1-216-545-0392 MASTERCHARGE, VISA, C.O.D.
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POWERLITE

The Best Racing Frames money can buy...
Regardless of Price!

We make the right size frame for you.

JR.
SR
SRX

" PRO

S-24
PRO-24

Suggested Rider
Age

6to9
6to 10

10 & up
14 & up
over5'8" tall

10 & up
12 & up

Weight
31bs.
3% Ibs.
3% Ibs.

4 1bs.

4% lbs.
4% lbs.

Top Tube
Length

164"
164"
18"

19"

21"
21"

All Powerlite frames and forks are made in the U.S.A. using 100% Chrome Moly tube.
We've been building frames since 1975. Our quality is unbeatable.

FACTORY TEAM CO-SPONSORED

BY GEAR. CHECK OUT THE

GEAR-POWERLITE RACEWEAR.

Send $2.00 for information and
sticker pack. Dealer inquiries
invited:

POWERLITE
SEER.

POWERLITE INDUSTRIES
P.O. Box 3051 Orange, CA 92665 (714) 998

Fork available in 3 sizes.

070 Jr., 24" and standard.
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THE GOLDEN AGE OF MX IS HERE!

HUTCH

In the Stone Age the cavemen
showed what they were into by
wearing stones and skins. In the
Middie Ages you could tell a
dragon-slaying knight by the armor
he wore.

But now that the Golden Age of
Motocross is here, what can you
wear besides helmets, leathers,
boots and goggles to show you're
into motocross?

THE GOLDEN MOTO-

CROSS PENDANT!
The silhouetted form
of a motocross rider o

14-karat gold-filled curb chain
makes this piece of jewelry an
ideal gift for every motocross en-
thusiast you know!

is die-cut in this
sterling-silver
pendant with
14-karat gold
plating. The
matching =
TO ORDER:
Send $29.95

plus $2.00 shipping/handling
(California residents please add 62%
sales tax) along with your name and address to:
GOLDEN MOTOCROSS PENDANT
Plus Products * Post Office Box 9501
Mission Hills, California 91345-9501

i

around incognito—wrong bike! The
Pro Star gives you away every time.
Since this bike is all show, we highly
recommend it for those who are all go.
Go-fasters. Experts. Pros. And those
who are either independently wealthy,
crazy, or interesting combinations of
the above. In the case of the Hutch
Pro Star, $800 buys a whole lotta
bike—more than many riders can truly
appreciate. If you’re willing to shell out
all that money, chances are you know
what you are doing.

We won't go into heavy detail on
the hybrid handling or the synchro-
nized teamwork of the componentry.
There's no need to. Let’s just say that
the Pro Star is very possibly the finest
BMX bike we've ever ridden—probably
more delicate than some, but lighter
and more responsive than most others.
It's a trade-off. The bottom line is that
the Pro Star is just about the best
BMX has to offer right now. And that
goes for Japanese, Taiwanese, or
whatever. But, as we’ve mentioned
many times before, American ingenui-
ty does have its price. Is it worth it?
Sure it is. All you have to do is pay
the price, and you, too, can own the

American dream. [J

#1983 BME INC

BRING THE EXCITEMENT OF

SUPERCROSS INTO YOUR

Now you can experience the thrill of
Supercross in the comfort of your home!
You don’t even have to move out of your
chair to get into the middle of the action:
accelerating on the straightaways, slam-
ming arcund berms and leaping over
jumps! You can be nose to nose with the
Pros, catching all the action, the spills and
thrills of the hottest stadium sport
around . . . SUPERCROSS ON HOME
VIDEO!

For a limited time, we are offering a one-
hour Ys-inch video tape of the Miller High
Life SUPERBOWL OF MOTOCROSS XII,
which was held August 6, 1983, at the
Rose Bowl in Pasadena! See Team Hon-
da’s David Bailey and Suzuki's Mark Bar-
nett battle it out for the 1983 Supercross ti-
tle in this, the final AMA Supercross race
of the year. Plus you'll see Team
Yamaha’s stars Broc Glover and Ron
Lechien and all the rest in this exciting

~race! . .

Also available for a limited time is the
action-packed 1982 Miller High Life San
Diego Supercross Finals! There's plenty of
slow-motion and instant replay so you don't
miss a move in this classic Supercross

~ battle!

HOW DOES IT HAPPEN?!
There are three (3) ways to order your

LIVING ROOM TODAY!

Home Video below. Pick one, and order
your Supercross Video Tape today!
(PLEASE NOTE: OTHER VIDEO TAPES
AVAILABLE INCLUDE THE SPORTS OF
SKIING, WIND SURFING AND HANG
GLIDING! SEE THE LIST BELOW!)
1. Call (800)522-1500, Extension 9, and
order C.O.D. or charge to your VISA or
MasterCard.

PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING TAPES
QUANTITY  TITLE OF TAPE

MILLER HIGH LIFE SUPERBOWL OF
MOTOCROSS Xil (80 minutes)

SAN DIEGO MILLER HIGH LIFE SUPER--

CROSS FINALS (60 minutes)

MAUI WIND SURFING GRAND PRIX

1983 PRO SKI TOUR NATIONAL FINALS

__ 1982 WORLD SPEED SKIING CHAM-

PIONSHIPS

1981 PRO MOGUL SK| FINALS
TUMBLE ONE AVIATION SPECIAL
(TELLURIDE AEROBATICS HANG GLIDING,
1982; ALBUQUERQUE BALLOON FIESTA,
1982; AND STUNT FLYING)

All tapes $39.95 plus $4.00 handlina chargelcéllfar—
nia 629 sales tax. ATTENTION FOREIGN RESI-

DENTS: NTSC Format is available. Please note when

ordering. :

Mail to: SUPERCROSS VIDEO TAPE, Post Office
Box 8501, Mission Hills, California 91345-9501.

Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery.

2. Send in ihé( coupon below with your

check or money order for $39.95 plus
- $4.00 shipping and handling per tape.
(California residents, please add 62%
sales tax.) NO CASH, PLEASE! -
Charge by mail. Fill out the coupon
below and include the appropriate
charge account information for your
VISA or MasterCard.

=

'CHECK ONE:

[ VHS [1BETA

£ My check or money order is enclosed ($39.95 +
$4.00 shipping and handling per tape). California
residents add 62% sales tax.

[ Please charge to my [1VISA [J MasterCard

Card Number _

Date

J OR REMEMBER: YOU CAN CALL TOLL-FREE
(800) 522-1500, Extension 9, day or night, and
order. your video tape to be sent to you C.0.D. or
Ppostpaid by charging to your .\{IS_A or MasterCard.

Name.

Address __
City ___ StatelZip

Phone ( )
— BMX2-4




