EXPENSIVE & BUILT TO RIDE THAT WAY!

The heroes at Haro strike again! I n
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[ For years we've been reading the Haro |
ads which say, “First in freestyle.” Some |
of us read the ads in depth to see what
the drawing board of “Master Bob' has
brought the world this time. Others check
out the hot action photos James Cassi-
mus shoots for the masterpieces of gra-
phic design. Whichever category you fit
into, you've seen that “First in freestyle"
phrase. What does it mean? It means that
with his first bike—the Haro Freestyler—
Bob was able to virtually start another
industry, separate from that of BMX.

Bob and his people make it known that
they are out for quality and a good
graphic appearance with their bikes.

By far, Haro's 1987 lineup is the most
technologically advanced line in the
company’s history. After merging with
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West Coast Cycles in late 1986, Haro
has stepped up to a new plane of suc-
cess. The buying/distributing power of
WCC, combined with the design/promo-
tional strengths of Haro Designs, make
the job of the other manufacturers even
more difficult. For you, the consumer,
Haro units will be easier to find, and
perhaps you will realize a little better
pricing on some items. This all accord-
ing to Jim Ford, V.P. of Haro Cycles. The
first glimpse of the 1987 Haros came at
the Long Beach bike show in January.
Not to be scooped by anyone (even Bas-
kin's 31 Flavors), we used the art of per-
suasion on the Haro guys to give Spec a
look at the top of their line first—before
any other publication on the earth's
surface.
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Stylin’ Steve B. Is
about as local to
Doug's ramp as one
could get. Killer
variations are com-
monplace, no matter -
what the situation.

YOU'VE COME A LONG WAY, BABY!
Bob's first bike, the Freestyler, was
produced in 1981. The frames were as
heavy-duty as you could get. Unfortu-
nately, they were a little more heavy
than duty. Remember, everyone was used
to light race bikes back then. Crossing

| over 1o a heavy freestyle bike with thicker

tubing and Tuffwheel 1s was practically
a sin. Once freestyle started catching on,
heavier bikes became more acceptable.
A number of changes have occurred in
the world of freestyle since then. Weld-
on and bolt-on pegs have found their

The Haro and Broderson got to be best
friends by the end of our test session.
X'in’ up In Camarillo. »
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STARRING:
EDDIE FIOLA
MARTIN APARIJO
MIKE DOMINGUEZ
WOODY ITSON

COSTARRING TEAM RIDERS FROM ¢ CW * GT * HARO » HUTCH * KUWAHARA » MONGOOSE * SKYWAY » TORKER

RAD ACTION, PART II: Just when you thought it was safe
to turn off your VCR, yet another crazed collection of BMX video
arrives on the scene, It's true. BMX PLUS! has done it again
.. .and done it even better. More tricks, more tricksters, more
freestyle phenomena than ever previously jampacked onto
videotape. So pop some kernels, dig up the remote control,
grab a comfy chair—RAD TV—The Sequel has come to save
your freestylin’ life.

REAL TO REEL: It's back to back hot. Plenty of action for
every type of freestyle spacialist—from ground to pipe to every
ramp in between. All kinds of stylish maneuvers, including
beginner tricks and the raddest of rad airs. And a cool beat
to really drop you in the groove. Don't let a second split! Order
your personal guide to radicality right now. Get RAD TV—The

Sequel today!

* * VIDEO + » RAD TV—The Sequel ORDER FORM * % VIDEO % *
[ RAD TV-THE SEQUEL! Send me the latest awesome video st the incredibly NAME
low price of $29.95.
G FREESTYLE’S RADDEST TRICKS! Send me the original video guide to radness af ADDRESS.
the super-low price of $20.85. R
1 SEND ME BOTH VIDEOS (SAVE 82/) RAD TV—THE SEQUEL and FREESTYLE'S aITy.
RADDEST TRICKS for only 857901 ih =
Ploass encioss $4 postage and handiing for sach tape ordered, Cali rescun g
mehumum.cmwicemndmru&mmmmwmy ;,g\mamynmrmcmdinmmmmi
Cthar foreign formats not avakiable. D visa 1 MasterCard
Which format? (checkone)  VHS_______ Bata____ Card Number
Please make check or money order payable to PLUS PRODUCTS and g Date
mail to: Post Office Box 9501, Mission Hills, Calitornia 81345-9501. i
(818)365-6831. .
Pitass allow 'ves 10 f0ur wesks for Cwihery. BMXFSB7
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way into the market. Of course, the Haro
bikes have progressed with the chang-
ing market.

ONLY THOSE SERIOUSLY SPOILED
NEED APPLY!

If you get a 1987 Haro Sport Team
Model, you're spoiled in one of two ways:
You're so used to having the trickest,
most up-to-date, performance freestyle
machinery possible, that you're spoiled
in that sense. Or you get everything you
ask for and just want to own the hottest
freestyle scoot ever to grace your Haro
dealer’s floor. Whatever the excuse, the
bike is all it's cracked up to be—and
more! We got hold of the bike on a balmy
SoCal afternoon. The weather was per-
fect to rage a street session with the
members of the Test Society, so we pro-
ceeded to do so. This bike has class. It
has been redesigned and re-spec'd from
the ground up. The front pegs were the
first items on the bike to receive praise.
The standers are bolted into the fork
legs and contoured so that when they're
folded up, they wrap around the fork
leg, and you can't even tell they're there.
They are large enough for Bigfoot to feel
comfortable on. Good job, guys. The rear
standers were also praised for their inno-
vative styling and function. Essentially,
they were a little more spacious than
the rear platforms on the 1986 Master.
Additionally, they had little studs welded
on them (like on the old Shimano DX
pedals). If you wear Vans or any other
soft-bottomed shoe, you'll have a tough
time separating your feet from these
pups. They're that good!

Groundwork on the Sport was cake. Larry
was stoked on how responsive the bike was
to flatiand moves.

SPEC CHECKS OUT THE SPECS!

Haro put a lot of effort into the “Team”
models in its line. The Sport’s sister bike,
the Team Master, is virtually the same
bike, with the exception of some minor
frame differences and the color coordina-
tion (black/turquoise/chrome on the Sport,
black/yellow/chrome on the Master).

The “Team" bikes are the absolute,
no-holds-barred, top-of-the-line bikes for
a few companies these days. GT has its
"Team Model," Kuwahara has the ""Team
Issue,” and, of course, the star of this
show—Haro's “Team Sport.” The stand-
ard Master and Sport also have exactly
the same components; however, they use
different frames. To save you the garbled
and somewhat boring comments of the
Test Society, we'll run through the specs
on the Team Sport, touching on various
points of interest.

YOU GET WHAT YOU PAY FOR

Starting at the front of the bike is the
Odyssey Gyro and the Haro Freestyle
stem. The Gyro, as you know, is, without
a doubt, one of the most effective cable
detanglers in the world today. This was
the first year Haro included a rear cable
detangler on its bikes as stock equipment.
The Gyro has its problems, though—
adjustment, and the seemingly endless
battie with cable breakage! Fortunately,
no such problems arose on the Haro. The
Haro stem is a decent one. It clamped
well in the forks and exceptionally well
on the bars. Everyone's always afraid to
tighten the stem bolt too tightly for fear it
will snap in two like a wet toothpick. We
torqued it down heavily (one might say,
with “hi-torque’’) and had no problems
with it snapping or moving! |

The Haro bars are becoming preferred
equipment on a lot of freestyler’s bikes
(even those who don't jam on Haros);
therefore, they were liked by all. You'll
notice that Haro has done something
very interesting on these bikes. All the
spots that your body or the ground comes
in contact with a lot are chromed. For in-
stance, the top part of the bars can get
chewed up from aborted bar rides and
other new-age trickery. The chain stays,
(where your feet go) are also chromed.
A giant step toward longer bike life. Nice
touch, guys!

The brakes on the Team Sport are Ja-
pan's finest—Dia-Compe FS-883 Nippon
up front and AD-990 crosspulls out back.
Qur only gripe about the brakes was sat-
isfied after doing the “Tech Tips" article
in this issue—adjusting the rear brakes.

Qur first glimpse of the new Peregrine
cranks came just prior to the Long Beach
bike show that we referred to before. We
were mildly impressed at the time. Frank-
ly, they looked like a Red Line copy that
may or may not have worked. Well, the
jury has come back on those things—
the verdict: guilty! of being totally trick |
and a definite plus for this bike. We were
impressed with the way the cranks held
up. They didn't come loose at all. For
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The Team Sport came stock with a straight
seatpost. This made the bike tend to feel
kind of small to even medium-sized guys
like Steve.

those of you who own Red Line cranks,
you may know how it is to have cranks
loosen up on you. The Peregrine “Laser
Disc"” gives the bike kind of a 21st cen-
tury look. The Shimano pedals were
perfect. The presence of Peregrine HP
48s made us even more impressed with
the Team Sport; spinning tricks required
little or no thought, and ramp efficiency
was slightly improved. Hey, B0 psi is a
lot of pressure!

Additionally, we didn't have any prob-
lems with the Viscount Dominator seat
or the Peregrine seat clamp or the Haro

| fluted laidback seatpost. After a number

of intense evaluation sessions, we found
the components of the Team Sport to be
outstanding, and well worth the bread.
STEERING IS BELIEVING!
Componentry wasn't the only thing
that Haro changed on this year's bikes.
The geometry of many Haro bikes was
changed to fit the riding styles of
present-day freestyledom. The head
angle was changed from 725 degrees
to 735 degrees, while the seat angle
was changed from 72 degrees to 73 de-
grees. The rear standers were modified,
and chrome was added to places under-
going abnormal wear and tear.
Generally, when we take a bike out on
atest, we dothe ramp and ground photos
in one day; however, the test isn't over
after that one short photo session. Usu-
ally, a few members of the Test Society
will take possession of the bike for a few
days—or even a week, sometimes. After
a few guys have ridden the bike for
awhile, the editorial staff gets together
with the test riders and asks all sorts of
questions. Normally, these question and
answer sessions last a few hours. Two
$0-minute tapes have been used in prior
sessions 1o denote a bike's good points
and its shortcomings. Whoever's writing
the story goes back and listens to every
bit of input the test riders give and then
writes the test. The only reason we're
telling you all this is because we get let-

JUNE 1887 7 BMX PLUSI FREESTYLE SPECTACULAR 83




You wouldn’t think a one-degree difference
in the head angle between the ‘86 and the
‘87 Sport would make much difference. It
really does. Larry found boomerangs and
related tricks much easler on this year's
model,

The front pegs were the riders’ vote for the
“most trick part on the bike.” They were

glgantic and provided enough room for any
foot, plus they fold up entirely out of the way.

| ters once in a while asking us if we test

the bikes on a long-term basis, or if it's
just a one-day thing. For Spec it's kind
of like a semi-long-term thing. We'd like
to test them for a longer period, but we
don't want to sacrifice getting the scoop!
In any case, we went through all the
steps with the Team Sport, and it proved
to be a true handler.

As a ground bike, the Sport performed
flawlessly. The fork pegs were extremely
popular, and we were not surprised that
there weren't any complaints. On the
ramps it was obvious that Haro took the
input of Wilkerson, Blyther and McCoy
into account; our guys were fighting over
who'd get to take the next run! As a street
bike, the bike is overqualified. Who in
their right mind would buy a $500-plus
bike just for the street? |f you're using it
for a street bike, a contest bike and a
show bike, you've got yourself one heck
of a machine. The Sport Team is capable
of handling all you can throw its way.
Our test guys have access to the hottest
bikes the world has to offer, and for
them to say anything nice about a bike
is a big thing. In fact, we encourage
them to be fair but harsh on the bikes
they test; aside from Plus! other mags
tend to say that every bike is “super rad
and an ultra-qual scoot, to boot!” We'll
say that too—but only if it’s true! With
that, we'll end this evaluation by saying
that the Haro is a big-bucks proposition,

The bars/stem combo chosen for the Team
Sport was great. There were no problems
with the stem slipping at the clamp or in
the forks, and the bars didn’'t bend. The
graphics were cool, too!

but for those who won't accept anything
less than perfection, this is the ride for
you. It's contest-ready out of the box,
and talk about a psych-out tool—all you
have to do is show up at the contest,
and it's in the bag! The Haro guys once
again emerge victorious from the clutch-
es of the Hi-Torque test union. Someday
you'll build a bike we can destroy—won't
you? [J

Haro's innovative rear platforms drew praise
from everyone the bike came in contact
with—even people who are not regularly
Haro fans.

64 BMX PLUS! FREESTYLE SPECTACULAR / JUNE 1987

SPECIFICATIONS:

HARO TEAM SPORT

Spokes: Chun Nan, 18-gsuge.
Type: Framitye Atnciass

Frame dewign: Singlecoutie
fop (ube, Chramed chain and
st mays wintagral rear
phaTioemy

5
Frame construction: 4130

1. FRAME AND FORK

ehecemoy
Diameter of top tubete): 1* 0.0

Dlametar of down tube:

+38° 0D ok, ailoy clamg, Ghromoly
Diamater of chain stays: shan

58" 00 Haadset: YST retanarsd Dall,
Fork construsction and

sl
W1 SEATING

Bonut Clamp, alioy.
Vil BRAKES
Front; D-a-Compe F5-883

ilociang mechanism ana
‘adusting barrel
. EXTRAS

Buar sprochet o
SurfSour MF-2000, 16T,
ehromaly

¥, WHEELS
Rima: Parsgrine H-48, allcy
Hubs: Poregrine 48.hoie.
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L) FEBRUARY ‘87
CW California Flyer, Cycle-Craft
XL Racer, ABA Goid Cup, AFA
Masters/Alabama, Building the
ultimate haifpipe, Ramp how-to's

O JANUARY ‘87
Diamord Back Hot Streak, Free
Agent Racer, Ground vs. alr, hot
new amateurs, Aparijo inernview,
AFA Long island event

O MARCH ‘87
Schwinn Free Form Pro, Robinson
Elite, ABA Fall Nationals, King of
Vert contest, Street style how-1o,
Dennis McCoy interview, Face tips

2 MAY ‘88
Skyway Street Styler, GT Pro
Series, Schwinn Free-Form Z.
Backwards infinity-roll how-1o

7 JUNE ‘86
Hutch Pro Raider, Mongoose
F8-1, Freestyle- and racing-bike
conversions. FREE ROY poster

[ OCTOBER ‘88

Bargain-bike shootout, Red Line
AL-20A, Freestyla's hot new trick.
sters, Bike-size tips, Double jumps

[T SEPTEMBER '86
Hanter Attack, Haro Group 1
RS-1, How to start racing, Mow 10
mail order parts, How to Randy Roll

O JULY ‘86
Top 8 freestyle-bike shootout, 10
best tracks in U.5., Rad Gallery,
revamp ald bikes
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DON'T MISS ANY OF THE RADDEST MAGAZINES IN THE WORLD
Chack out back issues of BMX PLUS! for: bike tests, product evaluations, freestyle
tricks, riding tips, race coverage and more! Complete your BMX PLUS! library today.

1 APRIL ‘87
GT Pro Saries, Dyno D-Tour, ABA
Grands. AFA Finals, How 1o tabie-
top, Ultimate Halfpipe Part i,
Wilkergon ramp jam, Scooters

. AUGUST 'sé
CW Z-3000, SE Trickmaster,
Mongoese Mini Scoot, FREE
Fresstyler of the Year poster

NOVEMBER ‘86
Diamond Back Strike Zone,
Kuwahara Nova Titlist, CW Tour
tales, BMX training camp

ORDER YOUR COPIES NOW!

Make check or money order payable 1o- BMX PLUS! BACK ISSUES
PO. Box 8502, Mission Hilis, California 913459502

Piaase check the magazines you wouid like and anclose $2 50 plus 75 cents postage
and hangling for aach issuve ordered. Canada add §1.50; all other forsign add $2.50
£00Monal Posiage and handaling for each copy ordered. All Canadian and other for.
eign please use international money ordar in JS. doliars only. Thanks!

NAME
ADDRESS

_ DECEMBER “86

Jamis Laser 5000 Terminator, GT
Pro Freestyle Tour, Wheel
shootout, Lite on the Road Il
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