[J Here are a couple of questions for
you. First, what do Botswanian mud-
guzzling newts have in common with
sweaty gym socks? Second, what do
Gary Ellis, Brian Hernandez, several
tons of carefully placed dirt and the
1989 GT Pro Series Team Model have in
common?

The answer to the first question? Bot-
swanian mud-guzzling newts don’t wear
sweaty gym socks. Actually, they tend to
avoid sweaty gym socks at all costs.

The answer to the second question is
a little more complex. Gary Ellis rides a
GT. Brian Hernandez and Gary both
race on BMX tracks, which tend to be
made of dirt. This month Gary, Brian
and the Coal Canyon BMX track all
came together for this month'’s test.

As soon as the new GT was delivered
to the office, we all took a spin on it. The
thing was bad! It reeked of top-of-the-
line racing performance. The graphics
were way cool, and the components
were well-chosen, both in looks and per-
formance. The flashy chrome frame with
proven geometry had been matched up
with GT’s new forks. The new forks have
no rake.

Gary Ellis, caught at ground zero in mid-
berm explosion.
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The new GT stem, sleek and stream-
lined, very similar to a DK stem, was
clamped tightly around the GT bars.
Flangeless GT/A'ME grips graced the
ends of the bars.

REALITY

Real Dia-Compe MX 901 brakes pro-
vided the stopping power, and the going
power was provided by the ever-popular
GT Power Series cranks, SunTour sealed
beartrap pedals, and 43/16 gearing.
Real GT hubs were laced to Axiom rims,
but the production model will come with
Ukai rims. The tires? What else—real
Comp llls.

Moving up to seating, a GT seatpost
clamp holds a GT straight seatpost,
which in turn supports a GT seat. The
headset is a GT Epoch. As you may
have noticed by now, most of the parts
are GT and all are top quality. No short-
cuts to save bucks. The quality is there,
but it does carry with it a fairly hefty
price tag: $570. How well does it hold up
under pressure? Read on.

We arranged for Gary to fly in from
Washington (his home state) and Brian
to meet us at the Coal Canyon track in







