DLMOND BACK
STRUKE ZONE

SURFACE-TO -AIR MISSILE

Sco¢ EEra ;



A steering head angle of 76
degrees. That translates into ex-
cellent geometry. Quick, but not er-
ratic. It steers just right.

The wheelbase is 35 3/4 to 37 1/4
inches. I'm six feet tall and the bike
feels PERFECT to me. Plenty of
room, not too low, and not big to the
point of feeling like a tank.

Standing platforms are located on
the fork legs, on the top tube near
the seat mast, and on the
chainstays. Well-placed platforms, |
might add. The pegs on the fork
legs are flat across the top as op-
posed to round. Very comfortable.
They're positioned fairly low, about
two inches up from the bottom of
the fork leg. Right where | like 'em.

The rearward standing platforms
are well-designed, too. They have
just enough room for your feet, but
they don't stick out and hack your
ankles up. Underneath the platform
on the right side, there's a built-in
bracket for you coaster brake fans,
D.B. did their homework.

The top tube platform is pretty
basic . . . similar to the one on the
Haro Sport. Also, a small loop is
welded over the rear binders so you

don't step on the cable or tweak the
brakes.

The bars, pedals, and stem are
new ones from Diamond Back.

A nine-inch rise and a 28-inch
width on the bars is comfortable,
plus the lowered crossbar is knurled
for extra traction. On the underside
of the crossbar, there are two
brazed-on cable guides—one on
each side. This way the brake
cables are tucked underneath the
crossbar so your feet don't get
tangled up in the brake cables dur-
ing bar hops. Good thinking.

The stem has a chrome-moly
shatft and a Potts Mod (duh). Like |
said before, it's an extended reach
model, kind of like a Hutch stem.
My knees never made contact with
the bars once, proving the extra
room provided by the stem is
skin-saving.

The pedals. Your basic aluminum
bear claw type . . . nothing new
here, but they're still highly func-
tional. The chrome-moly spindle
didn’t give me any problems, either.

The Strike Zone is available in
two colors. One is sky blue, the
other is magenta. The magenta is

surprisingly similar to the color of
Michael's mini-truck. White had bet-
ter be your favorite component color
‘cause that's the only choice you
get.

The seating arrangements are
provided by a chrome-moly lay-back
seat post, a Diamond Back
aluminum seat clamp, and a weird-
but-comfortable Diamond Back
padded seat. No complaints here,
except the seat is a little scratchy.
Filing the edges quickly took care of
that.

The grips are Fuan mushroom-
type. Not the real McCoys, but not
necessarily hideous imitations. It
looks like Taiwan has figured out:
how to make semi-decent grips.
About time, too. Finally, the
headset, bottom bracket, tires,
spider, and chainwheel are
originated from Tioga. Trustworthy
stuff.

Well, (sigh) that's all there is on
the spec sheet. The rest is going to
be up to me. Hmmm, what kind of
angle could | use to start the test?
Maybe if | started it with something
about how Andy cruised to get mar-
ried, leaving me in charge of the
mag. Naaa, that'd NEVER work . . .
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Augustin. One-footed front wheel 360 with a few pogos thrown in
for good measure. This guy has some AGGRO ground moves,
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From the coping to 12 feet out is the sirike

zone for Michael Dominguez. One footed in-
vert, eight feet up. That's a stock bike, folks.
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they look funny, but they wor

S000
good. Check the standing loop/brake
guard thing

Cl.asiw brake bracket and slim plat-
1S with serrated teeth to keep your

Round axle pegs have a tendency to rip
a hole in the sole of your shoa afte
long-term use, Not these. And t
height is great—not too low, not too
high
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COMPLETE BIKE PRICE: $330.00.

~ FINISHES AVAILABLE: Sky biue or

miagenta with white components.
WﬂPLEIEBIKEWEIBH‘I‘Mpoum 3
ounces.

| - FRAME WEIGHT: 6 pounds, 5 ounces.

FORK WEIGHT: 2 pounds, 10 1/2 ounces.
sm—:am HEAD TUBE LEHBTH 4

HANN.EIAR RISE: 9 inches
HANDLEBAR WIDTH: 28 inches.

mmmmuﬂmﬂvz
WHEELBASE: 35 34 10 37 1/4 inches.

TOP TUBE 0.D.: 1 1/4 inches.

DOWN TUBE 0.D.: 13/8 inches

FORK LEG 0.0: 1 V1B nches.
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-but | could see where a little kid might

FWE BiammdBackStrilceZom 4130

FOIIK. Dlamond Back Strike Z‘om 4130
chrome-moly,
HANDLEBAR: Diumond Back Fmstyle

4130 chrome-moly:
HANDLEBA!

R STEM: Dlamofld Back
aluminum and chmma-mty

.GRl?s'Fuan Mushroomtyp&

HEADSET: Tioga Beart ;
WHEELS: SWTuﬁWheelll Zyml

nylon.
TIRES: Tioga Co

mp-ST.
- BRAKES: Front Dia-Compe FS 883, rear

Surffour XC Mountain Bike.

- BRAKE PADS: Front Dia»(:ompe 'rear
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locldnn ?
nmmws Dia-Compe,
CABLE DE-TANGLER: ACS Rotor.
PEDALS: Diamond Back Beartrap,
aluminum and chrome-maly. A=

CRANK: Sugino, 175mm, 4130

nm mm Surilour, 16 taom
CHAIN: izumi, 1/8 mch
: Diamond

(NERALL EUALUATION
QUALITY OF FINISH: Excellent.

 QUALITY OF WELDING. Bxcelent. -

QUALITY OF COMPONENTS: Excellent.
ASSORTED COMMENTS? “| can't baﬁwa i

not a buy, it's a steall” . . . “Nothing e
tsmkedunnumm-\mkpeﬂodm
Lewmsﬂdlngit Quite an achieve-
mem .'Ad. youoweme =
"ThoseamTHEboﬁbnkes 4
l\(awmn(orusedllnmyenmlfs
Nolie” . . . “The bars were okay forme,

hawmmeproblems withthe

height” . .. “The Rotor was anice =~
freat . 'Iwasssamedandsnrav.'hed
byﬂmsaatmtﬁl-ﬂeddmmerough &

edge underneath it.” . . . “All the plat-
forms are totally comfortable and they
don't get in the way. Good features in-
deed” . . . “I wantone . . . “When
Dominouez pulled that 540, | went. imo

- shock. NOBODY does that on a stock test
. bike, wmﬁvﬁmwwonlvlmnnd'
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Michael"" . . . “The guys at DB spent
manthsmdmminmﬂdmonm s
Smhlanemaldngsuwmrymmgwas

one yet, bu'tmemauemaisasshérpas
_thegk come. It reminds me ufMichae!‘s

'TESIIHH!‘I‘LWAndyJ. Augus!h_l
Donﬁnguez Windy, and Don.
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