By Dean Bradley

[ Last year around this time Raleigh
shocked the cycling world by unleash-
ing their bold new line of bikes at a
special, “press only” private showing
during the Interbike Industry Show in
Las Vegas. So what’s so shocking
about that, you ask? Well, first off, the
grand old English firm had sold the
rights to manufacture their U.S. bikes
to none other than Huffy. The bikes
weren’t to be manufactured in the
U.S., but only designed and marketed
here. Like so many other companies
have been doing lately, Huffy arranged
for this new line of bikes, which in-
cludes our R6000 test bike, to be
manufactured and assembled in, you
guessed it, Taiwan. So what we've got

With slightly more laid-back angles than you’d find on a hard-
core race bike, the R6000 responds better to aggressive riding
tactics. Once you get used to muscling it through turns and
berms, you’ll start singin’.

(Photos by Dean Bradiey & John Ker)

here is a BMX bike carrying a long-re-
spected English name, designed and
sold in America but manufactured in
Taiwan. Got that?

RALEIGH’S BEST BUY YET

After the Interbike show we came
away with the feeling that Raleigh had
finally decided to get serious about
BMX. They had big promotional plans
including TV spots, a full-blown U.S.
race team, hefty race sponsorship
deals and, most importantly, for the
first time in their history, they had a
race-ready line of BMX bikes.

This month’s test bike, the R6000,
is Raleigh’s top-of-the-line BMXer and
the best buy yet. The first look at its
all-chromoly frame set, choice com-

RALEIGH R60

Raleigh returns with a vengeance!

ponentry and $350 price tag will tell
you that right away. Combine all this
with the R6000’s class styling, graph-
ics, etc., and you've got one very slick
package, indeed.

But Raleigh wanted more than just a
bike that would catch your eye and
sell like hot cakes. They wanted—no
they needed—a bike that would per-
form like a true-to-life, dirt-under-the-
fingernails BMXer, one that could
carry their team to national victories
and titles.

THE R6000 CHASSIS

Check it out. Right there on the seat
tube it says, “‘Guaranteed built with
Raleigh 522 tubing. All tubes designed
and engineered in the U.S. by the Ra-
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R6000

Front and center you’ve got some trick
elliptical-type forks, Tange MX-3 headset,
MX-1000 caliper and SunTour headset
lock and stem. If you're a big bruiser,
round file the all-alloy forged stem
before it round files you. Everybody over
about ten years of age will also want to
go with some larger bars.

Once we changed the bars and stem,
everybody who rode the R6000 found
room to move around and time to catch
some air. Once you set up the royal
Raleigh to fit your bod, look out! It's a
winner!

leigh Cycle Company of America.” An-
§ other fine-print decal below states,
““Manufactured in Taiwan for sale in
the USA only." What it all means is
that Raleigh has special chromoly
tubes built to their specs, then it's off
to Taiwan for the final frame fabrica-
tion and bicycle assembly. Hey, every-
body’s doing it these days. It's called
economics and we don’t usually have
a beef unless the quality takes a big
drop. In the case of the R6000, it
hasn’t. Rumor has it that the Raleigh-
appointed quality-control people over
in Taiwan are all over the fabricators
like a cheap suit. The frame-and-fork
quality reflects that rumor with clean
fillets and fine beads on all tube junc-
tures. From the R6000’s elliptical JMC-
like teardrop forks to its slotted rear
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A test just wouldn’t be complete without a little ramp thrashing. Here, Dangerous

Dave wrings out the Raleigh on his mega-quarter pipe. The Araya Aero rims held up brake bridge, we Il']ink you'll find it
Bombarded with offers from the other guys, BMX champs aren’t fooled! They fight to everything we could dish out—amazing! has everything you'll need. We think
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off imitators with the original lightweight pad. California Lite by Johar is still #1. I_|‘=
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R6000

you'll also like its unique finish, which
is officially billed as “‘black chrome,”
but our guess would be that it's more
like a gunmetal-colored, urethane-type
finish over chrome. The finish is
similar to Diamond Back’s Turbo or
Mongoose’s Pro Class. Decals and
graphics on the R6000 also deserve
special notice. First class about sums
it up. Black and white checkered
bands, bold R6000 logos, matching
pads, and the traditional classy
Raleigh head badge put this scoot at
least a lap ahead of the competition.
After seeing plain chrome bikes with
minimal decals month after month, the

R6000 was a welcome change. And

|

Staying low and going fast are no sweat
on the R6000. Overall geometry for
speed jumping was preity good. Just
push that front end down and sit back.

while on the subject of change. . ..
REFINING THE RALEIGH

We think that after living with the
R6000 for a while, certain changes
and updates will become necessary.
First, the front tire. If you're 13 years
or older, you'll want to change to a
wider 2.125-inch over the 1.75-inch
stocker for better overall bite and
stability through the berms. Next are
the bars. At a super-narrow 22-1/2 in-
ches, the stock SR alloy, V-type bars
just don’t offer enough pull for strong
starts nor enough control for jumping
and cornering. We recommend you go
with a set of wider, taller chromoly
models. Also, riders over 13 or 14 will
probably want to go with a beefier
stem over the forged SunTour all-
aluminum unit. And finally, the stock,
super-low 39x16 gearing has to go.
Bolt on a 42- or 44-tooth front sprocket
and that should do it.
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. Bike: Raleigh RB000 20-inch complete bike.

. Age range: 9 to 15 years old.

. Country of origin: Taiwan.

. Intended use: Street/trail, up to Expert-level racing.

. Wheelbase: 36-1/4” to 37-1/4".

. Bottom bracket height: 11-5/8".

. Chain stay length: (C/L with 36-3/4” wheelbase) 15-1/8".

. Steering head angle: 70.50.

i

When you look closely at the rear drops,
we think you’ll be pretty impressed with
the welding and fabrication quality. Not
bad, Raleigh, not bad. The SunTour “flip
flop’’-style rear hub lets you run two
freewheels for quick gear changes, but
not many racers run ’em, due to the in-
crease in weight.

great street or race bike up to about
Expert or 15 years of age—whichever
comes first.

Handling was rated as pure fun by
all, due to the laid-back 70.5-degree
head angle and 65.5-degree seat
angle. Lofting the front end over ob-
stacles, jumps or whatever, is cake on
the R6000. But when the subject turns
to racing, we think you’ll find it’s
necessary to place more weight up
over the front end than, let’s say,
you’d have to on a machine with a
steeper, racier 74-degree head angle.
Mounting a 2.125-inch tire up front did
help the Raleigh at speed, but more
weight made sure the R6000 carved
as it should.

After some hard riding and careful
scrutiny of the specs, the R6000
emerged as a kick-in-the-pants street-
er, and when ridden properly (read:
seriously), it will roll you into the win-
ner's circle as a racer.

THE RALEIGH REVIEW

We mentioned earlier that the
R6000 was made in Taiwan. If we
hadn’t, chances are you would have
never noticed. The quality is much
better than many of us have come to
expect from the mass-production
capital of the world. For around $310
to $330 we found the new R6000 to
be a pretty impressive buy and a well-
rounded package that is especially

Trick drive train. Sugino chrome-moly
one-piecers, quick-change spider and
sprocket, SunTour sealed pedals and
Raleigh’s own clear plastic chain guard.
For high-speed pursuits a gear change is

datory. Try thing like a 42- to
44-tooth front sprocket.

well suited to serious play riders and
up-and-coming racers. But probably
the best news of all is that with the re-
lease of this new R6000, Raleigh is of-
ficially full-time, full-on back into BMX.
Welcome back! [J

. Seat tube angle: 65.59,

. Frame: Raleigh 522 chromoly, heli-arc welded, “‘black chrome" finish. Features: 1-1/8" top tube, 1-1/4"

downtube, 4" head tube, 5/8" rear stays, American-style bottom

bracket.

11. Fork: Raleigh R6000 elliptical chromoly, leading-axle design, heli-arc welded, “black chrome” finish.

Offset: 1-1/8".

12. Rims: Araya Aero, alloy, 207 X 1.75", 36-hole.

13. Spokes: 36/.080, cadmium plated.

. Hubs: SunTour, low-flange, alloy, loose ball.

. Tires: Cheng Shin snakebelly type—1.75" front and rear, 35 psi.

. Cranks: Sugino, chromoly, one-piece, 175mm.

17. Pedals: SunTour, alloy with 1%2" chromoly shaft, sealed bearing.

18. Chain: TYC 1/2” x 1/8" black and gold.

19. Bottom bracket: Tange, steel with retainered bearings.

20. Front sprocket: Sugino, 39T, quick-change, with chromoly spider.

21. Freewheel: SunTour, 16T.

. Brakes: Dia-Compe MX-1000 calipers and Tech Il levers front and rear.

. Headset: Tange MX-3, steel with retainered bearings and SunTour locking head nut.

. Stem: SunTour, forged alloy, 4-bolt.

. Handlebars: SR, alloy, V type, 8" rise, 22-1/2" width, heli-arc welded, black anodized finish.

. Grips: A'ME Tri.

27. Seating: Viscount, Aero-style plastic with 11" chromoly post and SunTour alloy post clamp.

28. Full set (3) safety pads, CPSC reflector set.

29, Overall weight: (With pads and without reflectors) 24-1/4 Ibs.

30. Approximate retail price: $310 to $330.

. For additional information contact: Raleigh USA, P.O. Box 1828, Dayton, OH 45401; (516)865-5254.

When you buy a new bike, most
dealers are more than willing to ex-
change certain parts to keep you hap-
py and make the sale. If your par-
ticular dealer can’t help you out, find
somebody who will.

Nit-picking aside, the R6000 sits
proud for a stocker. Simple tire, bars
and front sprocket changes are all we
think you'll need to fully dial her in for
general-duty BMX.

TEST RIDE

Stock, the R6000 feels pretty
strange: It's kind of a contradiction.
The top tube is real long, just perfect
for larger riders, but the bars are too
short and narrow for anyone over
about ten years old. But as we men-
tioned earlier, exchange the bars for a
taller set, and everything will fall into
place. With the bar change, riders all
the way up to about 15 will find plenty
of room to move around on the
R6000. After that, things start getting
a little cramped. We came to the con-
clusion that this scoot will make a
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Svzue  DioCompe  Potterson  Zeronine  Diamond Back

Am’e Profile Torker

THE COMPLETE CATALOG
e SERIOUS RACER

® Hutch F&F Factory Seconds,
Full Guarantee—$129.95

e Patterson F&F with Accessories
—$149.95

* Vans Shoes in Stock, #s 98, 95,
36, 38—only $26.95/pair

e |[pc. DX Hollow Crank, 175mm,
Light and Strong—$36.95

e Zeronine Superflow Mesh Plate,
Factory Colors—$14.95

¢ The Largest Selection of Mini
Parts and Bikes

Shimano Aero Profile
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o LOW PRICES o VISA & MASTERCARD ACCEPTED
© 650 STOCK ITEMS e NO SUBSTITUTIONS

ACTION BMX CYCLE CO.
768 STUMP CT. DES PEREZ MO 63131
(314) 822-3280

SEND $1.00 FOR 1983 CATALOG
Refunded on 1st Order

Name
Phone & A.C.

Mongoose

DiaCompe

City.

M&M Jerseys

1T Racing Leathers  Hutch  Philwood ~ Skyway  Oukley
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XWELD
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" JOIN THE WINNERS CIRCIE
WHEN YoU wedr HINTCH

Bobby Woods wears
HATCH BMX Gloves
'82 NBL Grand National Champion

Send $1.00 for Stickers and catalog

BMAX GLONKS

® Drum-dyed Cowhide
® Padded Palm
@ (ool Polyester Back
® with Knit Cuff

Comfort - Style - Value

)?.'ﬁ&
AHAIGN
ACCESSOR\ES

P.0. Box 4796

Sylmar, CA 91342
Phone: (213) 875-0803
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