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Bone stock, the Raleigh Pro Reflex is a good
bike. Take off the wheel covers, and it's even
better. Take off the front brakes, and you'll
be able to do crossed-up can-cans. BMXA's
new test thrasher extraordinaire Chris
Moeller, doing his “‘Craig Campbell at
Pipeline’’ imitaticn.



BEFORE SCHOOL
DISCUSSIONS

The first day of school is always
the gnarliest. The freshmen are
wandering around, bumping into peo-
ple, and cringing with the constant fear
of getting beat up by the seniors. The
teachers are being extra strict to let
their classes know that they’re not go-
ing to put up with anything, and the
social groups are already starting to
form.

Underneath “thetree” are the drug
addicts and burnouts, with their
hideous looking orgs for girlfriends. In
front of the gym doors are the jocks.
They’re wearing their football jerseys,
arms folded, hair nice, short, and neat,
scoping on the incoming freshmen
gidgets. Occasionally, another one of
their football pals walks up and they
each give him a high five. Heads have

W . A
Take our word for it, Chris Moeller, seen
here doing his “‘Dugan Face,” is a killer
Jjumper. But you NEVER want to race him. He
got hanned from the Orange YMCA track for
a couple of months because of excessive
wse of the elbows. Oh well . . . he'll get
smaooth soon enough. Watch.

already swelled to dramatic
proportions.

In the hallway, the high class chick
group, consisting of songleaders and
any good looking Betties, are bunch-
ed around Melissa Moonbabe’s locker.
Inside her locker are pictures of those
two tards from Wham and a huge mir-
ror with a plug-in for her curling iron.
Melissa is the head cheerleader.
Highly scopable.

We pass by all of those typical high
schoolgroups in the halls—Dungeons
and Dragons club members, the “bit-
chen Camaro” fanatics, the punkers
with their weird haircuts, the Spicoli
replica surfer types—and cruise up to
the bike rack. There they are. The
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Lew calls this “expert style.”” I call it classic,
good o’ down-fo-earth, radically bonzaical,
cool and clean jumpin. What do you call it?

coolest guys at school. The BMX
group. |

Just asthe jocks are made up of foot-
ball players, b-ball players, and over
age, oversized, and over-popular
flunkees, the BMX gang has theirown
types.

Some ofthem are freestylers. Some
of them are racers. Some do neither,

they just own a bike. Some racers are
experts, some are novices. Some are
freestylers who ride locally, basically
street styling, while a couple of
freestylers might be factory spon-
sored, tour during the summer, and do
shows on weekends. It doesn’t matter
how each guy rides his bike. It just mat-
ters that he has one. The common
bond.

Inthe bike racks, around ten kids are
gathered around Tommy Torque, the
school’s fastestracer. He is the owner
of a brand new Raleigh Pro Reflex,
which he claims is the newest, most
dialed in, up-to-date bike on the
market. He simply says, “It's rad.”

Tommy says he paid $215 for it. A
bike shop on the other side of the town

' wanted $235 forone. Either priceis not

bad for what you get. And of course, it
makes it worth the bucks right now
when all of his friends are admiring it.
Mike Moola, the rich kid whose dad
buys him a new bike every month but
still doesn’t know how to jump, claims
that his bike is better. He always does,
though. Everyone there knows that
Mikey, not to be outdone, will have a
Pro Reflex by next week.

Situating himself on the Dominator
seat, clenching the Mushroom replica
grips is Willie Munchit, the typical
geeky novice racer and general BMX
triviamaster. Ol' Willie is stoked about
the bike, telling everyone how the Pro
Reflex is part of Raleigh’s big come-
back attempt, and that if everything
goes well, they might start up a full-on
team like they had in '83. He goes on
to say how Raleigh knows that they
blewitby not producinga BMX line for
the last two years, and that “Uncle
George” Antill, the scourge of the 31
andover cruiser class, had major say-
so in the building of this bike.

Everyone is tuning Willie out. They
don’tcare aboutthe background of the
bike. They want to know how it rides.
Handles. Jumps. Races. Willie is still
jabbering away with trivia, like, “Did
you know that Raleigh also has two
new mountain bikes out this year that
are just as trick as the Reflex line, and
thattheir freestyle bikes are called the
Shock and Ultra Shock? And betcha
didn’t know that Gary Laurent is the
guy in the Raleigh ads!”

Up cruises Ronnie Retread, the
eternal sophomore. He doesn’t know
anything about high tech frame design
and geometry—he just cares about
looks. Ronnie takes one glance at the
bike and freaks. ‘I like the new
graphics. Totally awesome! You could
slap tons of stickers on those wheel
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The Pro-Reflex hantlles a
lot fike a GT—slow and
slightly chappered. It'd be
spot-on if the forks were
straight legged and
steeper.
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to get used to the bik
double pointer. “And
to the ramp.”’ g
Five minutes later, they're at “The

Zone." Upon arrival, the whole gang
jams around the place like a pack of red
ants on a donut.

Tommytries his bike outthrough the
berms andturns. The firstthoughtthat
comes to mind is how similaritfeels to

GT. Steering is slow. It'd probably be
q:ks were raked in more or
1egs




PRICESSPECS

COMPLETE BIKE PRICE: $215.00 to $235.00

FINISHES AVAILABLE: Frost grey.

COMPLETE BIKE WEIGHT: 26 pounds, 12
ounces.

FRAME WEIGHT: 4 pounds, 13 1/2 ounces.

FORK WEIGHT: 2 pounds, 2 ounces.

HANDLEBAR RISE (C/L of stem clamp
area to C/L of grip area): 9 inches.

HANDLEBAR WIDTH: 27 1/4 inches.

TOP TUBE 0.D.: 1 1/4 inches.

DOWN TUBE 0.D.: 1 1/4 inches.

FORK LEG O.D.: 1 1/8 inches.

HEAD TUBE ANGLE: 73 1/2 degrees.

SEAT TUBE ANGLE: 70 degrees.

BOTTOM BRACKET HEIGHT: 11 1/2 inches.

REAR END LENGTH (from C/L of B/B to
rear axle stays): 14 1/2 inches to 15 1/2
inches.

WHEELBASE: 34 3/4 to 36 inches.

COMPONENTS

FRAME: Raleigh Reflex, 4130 chrome-moly.

FORK: Raleigh Reflex, high-tensile steel.

HANDLEBAR: Raleigh, CW type, steel

HANDLEBAR STEM: Raleigh, Forklifter
type, aluminum head, chrome-moly shaft.

GRIPS: Mushroom replicas, rubber.

HEADSET: YST, painted.

RIMS: Sumo alloy, 7X type.

SPOKES: UCP, 36, 14 gauge, chrome.

HUBS: Aluminum, sealed bearings.

TIRES: Comp-lll type, skinwall, white, 20 X
1.75 front and rear.

BRAKES: Dia-Compe 901s, front and rear.

BRAKE PADS: Dia-Compe.

BRAKE LEVERS: Dia-Compe Tech 6.

BRAKE CABLES: Dia-Compe.

CRANKS: Chrome-moly, 175mm.

PEDALS: SX type, plastic, chrome-moly
shaft.

BOTTOM BRACKET SET: YST.

FRONT SPROCKET: 44 tooth.

REAR SPROCKET: Sunfour MF 3000, 16

tooth.

CHAIN: KMC black and silver.

SEAT: Viscount Dominator,

SEAT POST: Chrome-moly, layback.

SEAT POST CLAMP: Alloy.

ACCESSORIES: White wheel covers.

PURPOSE: From beginner to expert racing,
Joe Average street styling.
AGE RANGE: 13 to 17 year olds.
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QUALITY OF FINISH: Cool. Good color.
Good paint. Trick decals.

QUALITY OF WELDING: Excellent. Either

this one was welded by the top Taiwanese

welder or those guys are learning how to

weld right!

QUALITY OF COMPONENTRY: Killer.

Everything was HOT except for the cranks.

GEOMETRY: All right. A lot like a GT. A

minor improvement would be to make the

fork legs straight, like Mongoose forks. Then

it'd be perfect.

MISCELLANEOUS COMMENTS: ““The first

thing I'd do (which we did) is take off the

wheel covers. They bog.” . . . ‘'l cross up to

the right, so the front brake was gettin' in the

way for full heli's!” . . . “The bike we had was

one of only five made so far.5They’ll be

available by the time anyone reads

this!" . . . “The Pro Reflex handles just like a

GT. Slow to medium.” . . . “When | called

Raleigh to tell them about the cranks, Hugh

Walton (Raleigh's public relations guy and

radical 10-speed racer) said they'd check into

the heat treating. |'d expect to see a crank

change soon.” . . . “Decals are cool. I'm sur-

prised they put the Reflex sticker on the top

tube. The pad covers it . . . “The CW type

bars could stand some improvements.” . . .

“l love it."

TEST AREA: Bill's Bumps.

TEST INPUT: Chris “Mad Dog” Moeller,

Mike Smith, Windy, Lew, Steve Emig, and

Gork.

MANUFACTURER:

Raleigh Cycle Company.

22710 72nd Avenue South

Kent, Washington 90832

(206) 395-1100

44/16 gearing, and he is off. Every
bump he hits sends a hollow “Boing”
sound from the wheel covers. Here he
comes, there he goes—clears 'em by
amile! Tommy wipes a bead of sweat
from his forehead.

As Bruce rides up to the sound of a
thousand sighs, the masses swarm
around him to see if there is any
damage. Firstthing he says is, “Man!
These wheel covers have gotta go!
Everything else is great!”

Of course, the man on the spot
equipped with all the tools in his back
pocket is “Precision Pete.” Abig allen
wrench, 24 plastic bolts, and 10
minutes later, the bike is sleeked down
to the non-wheel-cover look. Willie
thinks it looks more like a race bike,
now. Since Pete didn't bring a cluster
remover, they had to rip, shred, and
tear the rear wheel cover to get it off.
“Ohwell. They're stayin’ off for good.”

Some more jumpin’ and afewraces
go by, each guy taking his turn on the
bike. Conclusion? Raleigh done good.
Pete wishes they would've put on bet-
terbars, and Stevie thinks it’s about 50
percent better without the wheel
covers. Nowind drag or sailing effects.
Bruce is ticked off that he couldn't
tweak the wheels a tinch.

Richie wants to ride the ramps onit.
Dirt bothers him. Ten minutes later, all
twelve of the BMX group are kickin’
back in lawn chairs in Mike Moola’s
backyard. Mikey’s dad paid for the
ramp, but Mike still doesn’t know how
to ride it. But he does have lots of
friends, now.

Tommy'’s bike is gettin’ abused, and
so far,iswithstandingitall. Then Harry
Aire, aJosh White wanna-be, lands on
flat bottom. “BLaAWWmm'' goes
Harry, and the cranks go “cRUncH.”
Tommy tells Harry he'll have to pay for
the cranks, Pete is saying "I told you
s0,” and Richie is thinking that they
don't make chrome-moly like they used
to.

BE HOME BEFORE DINNER
CONCLUSION

Onthe way home, pedalingthe bike
like he had one leg shorter than the
other, Tommy considers whether or not
to get some Flight cranks for it. But
then, as he rounds the corner, there
sheis. All thoughts of tweaked cranks
are forgotten. Melissa Moonbabe,
walking her dog. All by herself. Itis now
or never.

Tommy cruises up behind Melissa,
locks up his brakes, andlays alil’ roost

on somebody'’s front lawn. Melissa
jumps about a foot in the air. She acts
mad. He knows she loved it. “*So, how
was your firstday of school?” Itwasn't
that great, she said—she couldn’t do
a thing with her hair.

Melissa looks at Tommy's bike and
comments on the colors. No, they're
not cute, Tommy explains. They're
cool. She slowly walks down the
sidewalk, waiting for her dog to pick out
the right tree, as Tommy does some
rockwalks, rollbacks, and curb endos
in the street, trying to act casual.

She asks a few more questions
about the bike. Tommy took the cue to
make convo, and starts telling Melissa
that the bike handles like a GT, the
cranks are bogus, the grips are nice,
the brakes are the best, the rims hold
up great, the gearingis sano, the hubs
are loose, and that he took the wheel
covers offto eliminate the sailing effect.
ing effect.

She acts like she knows what he’s
talking about. Her poodle stops at a
eucalyptus. Neither of them say a word
for about a minute. Tommy’s hands
start sweating. Should he?

“Uhh, Missy . . . how'dyaliketojam
to the races with me next weekend? It's
a double pointer. .. ” W

Ifyou're ready for som
wheel, we have the &
with only the finest c@ifonents available, including 48 hale
Araya 7X rims. ese Araya rims are buiit with angled dimpled

spoke h, Iesito give you more uniform spoke torque

nd better

ultra-positive braking that naSe
What else do you get?
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